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The content of this Guide is derived from candidates’ profiles and ballot proposals 
posted online at www.VOTE411.org.

Sponsored by the League of Women Voters, VOTE411.org contains information 
about many races across the country, with content published as it was submitted 
by candidates. VOTE411 allows voters to compare candidate responses to  
questions, as well as offering information on voter registration, ID requirements, and 
election processes such as absentee voting. 

Spread the word about www.VOTE411.org!

www.facebook.com/lwvka

The League of Women Voters does not support or 
oppose any candidates or parties. All responses come 
directly from the candidates and are unedited by the 
League. The League does not certify the accuracy 
of the candidate’s statements. The League reserves 
the right to remove or redact portions of candidate 
responses that violate state or federal law or the voter 
guide rules that are provided to all candidates before 
participating in the voter guide.
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Absent Voter Ballots
All eligible and registered Michigan voters may request an 
absent voter ballot without providing a reason.

How do I receive the ballot?
You can:

1. �Call your city or township clerk and ask that an application be 
mailed to you. Complete the application, including your  
signature, and mail it, scan and email it, or deliver it in person to 
the clerk.

2. �Download an application from the Michigan Voter Information 
Center – MVIC – (www.michigan.gov/vote), then complete 
and return it as for option 1. 

3. �Apply online at MVIC. You will need to submit information from 
your driver’s license, as well as the last four digits of your social 
security number. Your digital signature kept on file for your 
driver’s license or state ID must match the signature on your 
ballot when you return it.

Requests to have an absent voter ballot mailed to you must be 
received by your clerk no later than 5 p.m. the Friday before the 
election. If you are already registered at your current address, you 
can pick up an absent voter ballot in person at your clerk’s office 
anytime up to 4 p.m. on the day prior to the election. If you are 
registering to vote or updating your address by appearing at your 
clerk’s office on election day, you can request an absent voter 
ballot at the same time you register.

Once your request is received by the local clerk, your signature 
on the request will be checked against your voter registration 
record before a ballot is issued. Ballots are available 40 days 
before the election and requests for absent voter ballots are pro-
cessed immediately.

When must absent voter ballots be returned to the clerk?
At the time of publishing this Guide, the deadline for returning bal-
lots to the clerk’s office is 8 p.m. on election day.

The League of Women Voters recommends that you use a ballot 
drop box or deliver your ballot to the clerk’s office in person. If you 
use the postal service to deliver your ballot, place it in the mail no 
later than October 21 to allow adequate time.

Your ballot will not be counted unless your signature is on the 
return envelope and matches your signature on file.

There are instructions included with the ballot regarding who is 
eligible to return a ballot on behalf of a voter. For further informa-
tion, contact your city or township clerk.

Did my ballot arrive?
Registered voters can track their ballots by looking up their infor-
mation on the MVIC website.

Editors’ Note
The League of Women Voters (LWV) contacted candidates for 
biographical information and answers to questions on issues. 
Those known to have filed a declaration of intent to be write-in 
candidates at the time of printing this Voter Guide were includ-
ed. Responses were limited to a specific number of characters 
and were truncated after the limit was reached. Responses 
were printed as submitted; spelling, punctuation and grammar 
were not changed. If the candidate did not reply by the required 
date for publication, the words “Did not respond in time for pub-
lication” appear under the candidate’s name.

The order of parties in the Voter Guide is the same as their order 
on the ballot, which is determined by Michigan Election Law. 
Non-partisan candidates are in alphabetical order.

The LWV of the Kalamazoo Area provided information about 
local candidates. The LWV of Michigan provided information 
about state candidates, and the LWV of the U.S. about national 
candidates.

Publication of these candidate statements and opinions is 
solely in the interest of public service. No one should construe 
this service as a League endorsement in any way. The League 
of Women Voters takes no responsibility for any of the views or 
facts stated by the candidates.

About Candidates’ Responses
Responses were limited to a specific number of characters, 
including letters and spaces. They were truncated after the 
limit was reached unless redacted because they violate state 
or federal law or Voter Guide rules provided to candidates.

Responses are printed as submitted by the candidate. Spell-
ing, punctuation and grammar were not changed. 

If the candidate did not reply by the required date for publi-
cation, the words “Did not respond in time for publication” 
appear under the candidate’s name. Check www.Vote411.
org for submissions after the publication deadline.

Vote Tuesday, November 4, 2025
Polls Open 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Who May Vote? 
In order to vote in Michigan, you must be registered with the Department of State. To register you 
must be a U.S. citizen, 18 years old by election day, a resident of the city or township where you regis-
ter for at least 30 days, and not serving a sentence in jail or prison. Registration is permanent as long 
as the resident continues to live in the city or township where registered.

A citizen may register to vote, up to and on election day, and is automatically registered to vote when 
applying for, renewing or updating a driver’s license or state-issued personal identification card, 
unless the person declines. Check the Michigan Voter Information Center –MVIC– 
(www.michigan.gov/vote) or contact your local clerk for details about how and where to register.  

How Do You Vote?
The procedure involves these steps:

1. Complete an application to vote. 
2. �An election inspector checks your name against the computerized list of registered voters for 

the precinct.
3. �Show photo identification or sign an affidavit stating that you’re eligible to vote.
4. �Vote by using a pen to darken the oval to the right of the candidate’s name or Yes / No in the 

case of a proposal. 
5. �Tabulate the ballot by inserting it into the optical scanner.

You have the right to vote independently using an accessible voting machine. If you would like 
to use such a machine, tell an election official when you arrive to vote. If you are blind, disabled, 
or unable to read or write, you have the right to assistance from anyone you choose except your 
employer, an agent of your employer or an officer or agent of your labor union. You have the right to 
assistance from election officials. You can ask the official for instructions on how to use the voting 
equipment or assistance at any time, even after you’ve entered the voting booth.

About Voter Identification
Voters can satisfy the picture identification requirement by showing a Michigan driver’s license 
or Michigan personal identification card. Voters who do not possess either document may 
show any of the following forms of identification as long as they are current with photo:

•Driver’s license or personal identification card issued by another state

•Federal or state government-issued ID 

•U.S. passport 

•Military ID 

•Student ID —high school or accredited institution of higher education 

•Tribal ID card 

•Local Government ID including Kalamazoo County ID 

•Concealed Pistol License (CPL)

•Employee ID Badges issued by a local government

If the voter does not have an acceptable photo ID in his or her possession when offering to vote, 
that voter may sign an affidavit attesting that he or she is not in possession of a photo ID. A voter 
who completes an affidavit will be allowed to vote a regular ballot.

Write-in Candidates
To vote for a person whose name is not printed on the ballot, write the name of that person in 
the blank space provided for that office and darken the oval. 

Votes for write-in candidates are counted only for persons who have declared their intent, at 
the appropriate jurisdiction, to be write-in candidates by 4 p.m. on the second Friday preceding 
the election—October 24. Names of write-in candidates will be available after that date on the 
Michigan Voter Information Center website (www.michigan.gov/vote).

Are You Registered & Who’s on Your Ballot?
The Voter Information Center on the Michigan Secretary of State website allows voters to 
confirm their registration status, obtain information on the location of their polling place, view 
a sample ballot and obtain other election-related information. Go to www.michigan.gov/vote. 
Enter your name, birth month and year, and zip code.

For Students
The State of Michigan allows students to register to vote at a permanent address (a parent’s 
address, for example) or at a school address. The address on your voter registration must match 
the address on your driver’s license. Registering to vote will change the address found on your 
driver’s license, if you register at a different address. Likewise, if you change the address on your 
driver’s license, the address of your voter registration will be changed to match. You can vote 
only in the precinct where you are registered, so take that into consideration when you com-
plete a voter registration form or renew your license. Students who choose to register at their 
parents’ address may request an absentee ballot to be sent to their campus address–and not 
have to change the address on their driver’s license..
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Questions
1. �What skills or talents would you bring as Mayor of Kalamazoo if you are elected? Give an 

example of how you’ve used one or more of them and describe why are they especially 
important at this time in the history of the City.

2. �What are the two major issues confronting the City in the next two years? How do you 
propose to address them?

3. �What strategies do you advocate to promote the long-term economic stability and vital-
ity of the City? How do those strategies relate to the economic health of the region and 
City residents?

4. �With rising environmental concerns, what more, if anything, should the City do to protect 
the health and safety of residents?

Kalamazoo City Mayor & Commission 

David Anderson
Integrated Services of Kalamazoo Administration. The 
Kalamazoo County public mental health provider. Age 74. Direc-
tor of Housing and Facilities. Bachelors in Accounting, Western 
Michigan University. Kalamazoo City Commission since 2005. 
Mayor since 2019. Kalamazoo County public housing commis-
sion since 2002.  Campaign Phone: 269-344-2169. Website: 
www.anderson4kazoo.com.

1.�Leadership in Kalamazoo is a team sport. It is critical to be 
able to work effectively and efficiently with the City Commis-
sion, city staff and community partners. With years of experi-
ence in City government, I understand the role and know the 
details of the job. I have longstanding positive relationships 
with internal City staff and regional leaders, am steady and a 
good listener, do not hold grudges, and understand how to 
make hard decisions even though I know not everyone will 
be happy with them. These qualities are especially important 
in today’s political climate and because we will be hiring a 
new city manager.

2. �To be a safe, healthy, vibrant community that provides 
opportunity for all we must continue our focus on public 
safety, clean water and air, and basic infrastructure. Two 
high-profile concerns are the challenges for people without 
permanent housing and the issue of ongoing gun violence. 
The City has invested $35 million in housing initiatives in the 
last five years, and we are seeking a stronger partnership 
with Kalamazoo County and others to develop effective, 
broader, collaborative solutions. Our efforts combining tar-
geted enforcement and partnerships with local gun violence 
prevention initiatives are having a measurable positive effect.

3. �A vibrant city is one where people want to live, work, play 
and gather. To promote long-term economic viability, a city 
must invest in itself. In the last six years we have been making 
unprecedented investments in our water and wastewater 
systems, housing, streets and sidewalks and parks while 
keeping the budget balanced. If the city feels well run, clean 
and safe, people will want to live here and invest. In addition 
to this work we will continue to support local efforts for entre-
preneurs, business build-out and mentoring. Great places 
support and attract economic investment and stability.

4. �Historical investments in City infrastructure have been made 
in the last six years including over $200 million in water, 
wastewater, air quality, safe streets, and non-motorized trans-
portation. Providing safer streets, paths for walking, beauti-
ful, functional parks, clean air and water and treating gun 
violence as a public health issue all contribute to improved 
health and safety. The City is funding the removal of lead 
paint from homes in Kalamazoo, and the majority of its public 
building energy use, including the wastewater treatment 
plant, will come from renewable sources by 2028.

Chris Glasser
Children’s Services Specialist. Age 29. I investigate allegations 
of child abuse and neglect. Emergency Medical Technician–
Basic, KVCC. Criminal Justice. B.S., Western Michigan University. 
Master of Public Administration, Western Michigan University. 
7 years experience working in the government and nonprofit 
sector. Served on the Kalamazoo Eastside Neighborhood Asso-
ciation for three years, serving as treasurer and president. Cam-
paign Phone: 269-220-0701. Email: contact@glasser4kzoo.
com. Website: glasser4kzoo.com. Facebook: facebook.com/
glasser4kzoo. X/Twitter: @Glasser4Kzoo. Video: facebook.com/
reel/4283469818606365.

1. �I bring over 6 years of experience in leadership positions, 
including being the president of the board of directors for 
the Kalamazoo Eastside neighborhood Association. I utilize 
my skills in interpersonal communication to work with my 
clients, most of whom reside in the City of Kalamazoo. I utilize 
these skills to ensure that my clients are treated with respect 
while also asking the questions necessary to address barri-
ers and collaborate with them to identify solutions to better 
their lives and the lives of their children. 

2. �Housing and Homelessness: The number one issue in terms 
of human rights in the city of Kalamazoo is homelessness. 
The moral and cost-effective solution is to build a zero-barrier 
shelter utilizing a housing first approach. Accessibility and 
Transparency in Government: City government should be 
both accessible to citizens and its actions should be trans-
parent. To achieve this, the city needs to resume allowing call 
in citizen comments during city commission meetings, par-
ticipation in citizen advisory boards should be encouraged, 
and the 311 system should be strengthened. Meeting min-
utes should be provided to the public as soon as possible.

3. �It is important that as we look at ways to bring developers 
and businesses into the city that we anticipate the effect that 
it has on people who already call Kalamazoo home. Propos-
als to offer tax breaks to developers must consider negative 
side effects to existing residents. Tax breaks and grants 
should be focused on small businesses and not million-dol-
lar corporations. Rather than providing tax breaks to already 
wealthy corporations, Kalamazoo should ensure that it has 
the transportation infrastructure, the housing, and a trained 
workforce that will entice businesses to come to Kalamazoo.  

4. �The city should continue to embrace green energy when 
financially able to reduce its carbon footprint to help com-
bat climate change, which threatens human life across the 
globe. Locally, we should be ensuring that our water and air 
are clean and that our homes are lead free. Certain neighbor-
hoods are disproportionally affected by air pollution and lead 
exposure. Regular testing should be completed to ensure 
clean air, clean water, and lead-free environments. Corpora-
tions that pollute our air and our neighborhoods should not 
be provided with tax breaks and should be held accountable 
to the highest extent of the law.

Robert E. Gray
Teacher and Public Speaker. Age 61. WMU. My teacher career 
started about 4 years ago i was sitting on my couch and God told 
me to go to the Kalamazoo Mission and be a teacher i said how 
he said go and am going to show you i did and i thought there for 
8 months and created a workforce development class and i been 
teaching evrey since, And what’s amazing i been doing all this 
teaching with no credentials. God is. Campaign Phone: 269-501-
2836. Website: clutchjustice.com/2025/07/23/the-man-on-the-
corner-robert-e-grays-1-campaign-to-save-kalamazoo/.

1. �Skills to communicate, in courage and uplift people. Am a 
Teacher and Public Speaker I teach at the Kalamazoo State 
Hospital and I go speak to high schools students its very 
important to help the forgotten and the youth of are great 
city of kalamazoo giving them hope and conforming them 
to believe in themselves and convert them from engaging 
in gun violence, gangs and drugs and become productive 
citizens of society, this its what I do and represent. 

2. �Gun violence and homeless I have both the solution in low-
ering both gun violence and homeless here in are wonderful 
city of Kalamazoo. I would like to add ! To me having the 
solution to both gun violence and homeless i want to let the 
voters know the only reason why i haven’t revealed it to any 
one yet is because if i give it to them and they don’t use it and 
then my whole campaign would have been for nothing,. 
but i would like to ensure them that if i lose the election i will 
give the solutions to the winner no problem, because what is 
most important to me is to save lives and help the homeless 
become housed.

3. �I in courage people to change their life around and under-
stand that hard work and dedication pays off. In order to 
survive in this world you must gain skills or go to college 
that will prepare you for a job or career. which we enable 
one to create long term economic stability and vitality of the 
city. To promote long-term economic stability and vitality 
Kalamazoo should focus on 3 main strategies—(A) Diversify 
the economy, (B) Invest in talent, (C) Enhance quality of life.

4. �What can they do the Northside of Kalamazoo has been In 
danger for years with all the companies over there move 
them out into better environments or move the companies 
out there no other way. It’s something we been enduring 
for years that’s just the way its has been for us across the 
tracks sort of speak. Its a norm of live to us and its been that 
way for many years. To enhance resident health and safety 
Kalamazoo should prioritize two key actions: 1. Accelerate 
the replacement of all lead-lined water pipes. 2. Increase 
urban green infrastructure.

Kalamazoo City Mayor
Two-year term—Vote for one
Description: The Mayor is a member of the Commission with the same duties as other members and serves as the representative of the City.
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Kizzy N. Bradford
Did not respond in time for publication. Check www.Vote411.org 
for submissions after the publication deadline.

Soloman J. Carpenter
Did not respond in time for publication. Check www.Vote411.org 
for submissions after the publication deadline.

Bernard Dervan III
Business Owner. Age 45. Repair Shop Owner.

1. �I have managed successful businesses for many years. I 
bring a common sense budget minded view point that looks 
at all cost associated with maximizing the cost and benefits. 
When I plan projects I evaluate core value, cost and purpose 
to make sure the outcome is beneficial. When I was plan-
ning to expand my usable space I evaluated the cost of the 
equipment, what the labor to install the components would 
be what the time frame would be and how much more work 
could be accomplished by adding the space and equip-
ment. Ultimately I ended up waiting for a period of time and 
was able to procure the needed equipment with installation 
at a better cost.

2. �The homeless population and lack of affordable housing. To 
address the homeless population we need to find a suitable 
building that could accommodate short term living arrange-
ments with staff trained to monitor 24 hours a day. Help 
educate and train the homeless to find jobs that would allow 
them to live on their own, for the individuals that are not able 
to live on their own we need to help find suitable AFC loca-
tions. As for the housing cost there are many vacant build-
ings and brown spaces that are not being utilized instead of 
wasting money on bicycle lanes lets focus on redevelop-
ment. 

3. �I would like to see more training for the trades in schools and 
possibly skill labor training for adults to fill the many vacan-
cies that pay well with little education. We need more edu-
cation that is affordable and readily available for those that 
want. I also would like to see tax breaks to businesses that 
move to Kalamazoo and hire locally. If the city was to bring 
back good paying skilled jobs the economy would also be 
lifted up. 

4. �I feel the city water quality needs to be addressed as the cost 
of water has gone up exponentially, many people still need 
to purchase water filters for the water from their taps. This 
is unacceptable there needs to be faster replacement of 
the lead lines and a review of the neighborhoods to assess 
why the water quality is still so poor. The Kalamazoo River is 
another large concern along with the crumbling buildings 
that are not being used scattered throughout the city. There 
is a abundance of buildings that are in dire need of repair or 
demolition that pose a great threat to both people and the 
environment.

Keshia Dickason
Did not respond in time for publication. Check www.Vote411.org 
for submissions after the publication deadline.

Drew Duncan
Workforce Development. Age 36. Business Solutions Coordina-
tor. B.A., Mass Communications, Indiana University South Bend. 
Vice-Chair Board of Directors, Can - Do Kalamazoo. Board Of 
Directors, Peoples Food Co-op. NAACP Unit #3067, Political 
Action Chair 18’. NAACP Unit #3067, Redistricting Commission 
19’. Chair of Candidates & Campaigns Committee. Campaign 
Phone: 574-323-0000. Website: www.drewforkzoo.com. Face-
book Page: www.facebook.com/DrewforKzoo. X/Twitter: www.
tiktok.com/@drewforkzoo. Instagram: www.instagram.com/
drewforkzoo/.

1. �I bring coalition building, policy advocacy, and budgeting 
experience. In my work, I’ve connected businesses, non-
profits, and government to deliver real results—like securing 
rental assistance funding and creating a small business 
opportunity fund. That took listening, negotiating, and turn-
ing community needs into action. These skills matter now 
because Kalamazoo faces tough choices on housing, safe-
ty, and neighborhood investment. We need leaders who 

can bridge divides and ensure resources reach the people 
who need them most.

2. �Two major issues are housing and neighborhood invest-
ment. Too many residents struggle with affordability and 
stability. I’ll push for more funding for affordable housing, 
stronger tenant protections, and smarter land use to prevent 
displacement. At the same time, we must invest in sidewalks, 
parks, transit, and local businesses so every neighborhood 
thrives. By aligning the city budget with community priorities, 
we can make Kalamazoo safer, fairer, and more affordable.

3. �Economic development can’t come at the expense of rais-
ing taxes on everyday residents. I support efforts to attract 
employers, but the real opportunity lies in growing our own 
businesses into the next Striker right here at home. By invest-
ing in local entrepreneurs and small businesses, we keep 
wealth in the community and create sustainable jobs that 
strengthen Kalamazoo’s future.

4. �The City must take rising environmental concerns seriously. I 
support reducing flooding with green stormwater infrastruc-
ture, like rain gardens, bioswales, and street trees, just as the 
Community Sustainability Plan recommends. That means 
reducing flooding with green infrastructure, expanding tree 
cover to cool neighborhoods, and investing in clean energy 
to cut costs and pollution. We should also safeguard wet-
lands, rivers, and parks from overdevelopment. Protecting 
our environment is protecting our health, cleaner air, safer 
water, and lower utility bills. These are investments that pay 
off for residents today and for future generations.

Thomas Durlach
Software Engineer. Age 48. Bachelor of Science in Computer Sci-
ence. 25 years of engineering experience. 1-3 years of volunteer-
ing for the Kalamazoo Gospel Mission. Campaign Phone:  
269-998-1414. Facebook: www.facebook.com/share/1MGRUd
GBNB/?mibextid=wwXIfr. 

1. �Proud resident of Kalamazoo for over 32 years, deeply rooted 
in the local community. Holder of 25+ U.S. patents for innova-
tions within Stryker Medical’s product portfolio. Recipient of 
the Stryker Global R&D Award, one of the company’s highest 
honors, recognizing the top-performing engineers among 
more than 53,000 employees worldwide. Organized and led 
community events that raised over $5,000 for the Kalamazoo 
Gospel Mission (2014). Provided running gear and training 
support to residents of the Gospel Mission, helping partici-
pants complete their first 5K race (2014). Volunteered over 35 
hours per weekend in 2021 preparing an

2. �For over a decade, Kalamazoo has been in steady decline—
economically, socially, and operationally. Local businesses 
are struggling, and homelessness remains unaddressed. 
My vision: attract new investment while supporting the small 
businesses that are Kalamazoo’s backbone. That means 
smart incentives, expanded free parking, and true business 
equality—not just favors for big developers. My 5-point plan: 
Safe, Shared Public Spaces; Business & Nonprofit Partner-
ships; Supportive Housing with Purpose; Balanced Enforce-
ment; and Accountability. Kalamazoo needs action, not 
more promises.

3. �With the new arena coming downtown, we must get this 
right. Kalamazoo needs real parking solutions, real safety 
measures, smooth traffic flow, and strong support for our 
local businesses. This arena is a make-or-break moment 
for our city. We cannot let disconnected decision-makers 
design solutions in a vacuum. If we build on a solid founda-
tion, Kalamazoo wins. If we don’t, we all pay the price.

4. �Kalamazoo deserves clean, safe water—free from PFAS and 
other contaminants. Every family should have confidence 
that what comes out of their tap is healthy and reliable. We 
also must tackle the flooding issues that plague our neigh-
borhoods. Band-aid fixes won’t cut it anymore. We need real 
investment in infrastructure to protect homes, businesses, and 
our future. And as new economic developments come online, 
Kalamazoo must have an electric grid that is strong, modern, 
and ready to grow—not one patched together to get by. This 
is about building a foundation we can trust, not short-term 
solutions that fail us later. Kalamazoo deserves better

Stephanie D. Hoffman
Program Director, Kalamazoo Climate Crisis Coalition (KCCC). 
Age 56. Some College. I currently serve as a Kalamazoo City 
Commissioner. Prior to my commission role, I had the oppor-
tunity to work for a nonprofit housing provider that created and 
supported families and individuals coming out of homelessness 
and those who were housing insecure. I co-created supportive 
services to ensure the residents being served had every opportu-
nity to succeed by building relationships. Campaign Phone: 269-
501-9111. Website: stephanieforkalamazoo@gmail.com. 

1. �I would like to continue the work I began in my first term. I 
pride myself on being able to see, hear, and acknowledge 
one’s existence in this world. I also understand the power 
of active listening; to truly hear someone and what their 
heart is speaking. During my time on the commission there 
have been times when a decision concerning an issue has 
already been decided, internally. However, when the people 
of this city fill the chamber and begin to talk about their expe-
rience and beliefs, it gives a different aspect of the other’s 
lived experience. We have an opportunity to engage with 
community and move forward together.

2. �We are currently conducting a city manager search. The 
next city manager must have the ability to work in tandem 
with the commission and community. Their vision of what 
Kalamazoo could be includes the many diverse voices of 
community members, staff, and commission priorities. The 
individual must be nimble enough to adapt to the changing 
needs of the community. Secondly, we must address the 
housing crisis we are suffering with. This includes housing, 
education, mental health services, and employment oppor-
tunities by increasing access to workforce development for 
all. This is just the tip of the iceberg.

3. �I am a proponent of a southwest Michigan strategy for 
Kalamazoo. We are experiencing an influx of individuals who 
are relocating to our city because it offers more resources 
and services. We are fortunate to have what we have; how-
ever, it pulls on the resources for our residents, which in 
turn strains the ability to provide quality services. We need 
to establish a system that incorporates the municipalities 
through tracking and communication with one another. The 
state of Michigan also needs to invest financially in regional 
plans to ensure that the needs of rural and outlying munici-
palities are being met.

4. �The city is doing good work in creating our sustainability 
plan for the future. I believe we need to go deeper into 
the impacts of environmental and climate issues. There 
needs to be more community-wide education regard-
ing our participation in environmental and climate issues 
that Kalamazoo is facing. We should be investing in the 
adoption of renewable energy and exploring ways to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, both individually and 
collectively. There are small things that residents can do to 
contribute to the crisis in a way that will sustain us in the lo. 
One way is teaching residents about composting and how 
it helps reduce GHG emission.

Kalamazoo City Commission
Four-year term—Vote for up to three 
Description: City Commissioners are elected representatives of the citizens of Kalamazoo. The Commission provides leadership and policy direction for the com-
munity and all municipal government activities with a focus on the long-term financial stability of the city and identification of community priorities. The Commission 
consists of seven members, including the Mayor. Commission members are elected to four-year terms staggered every two years. Three Commissioners are elected 
every two years. 

Questions
1. �What skills or talents would you bring to the Kalamazoo City Commission if you are 

elected? Give an example of how you’ve used one or more of them and describe why 
are they especially important at this time in the history of the City.

2. �What are the two major issues confronting the City in the next two years? How do you 
propose to address them?

3. �What strategies do you advocate to promote the long-term economic stability and vital-
ity of the City? How do those strategies relate to the economic health of the region and 
City residents?

4. �With rising environmental concerns, what more, if anything, should the City do to protect 
the health and safety of residents?



League of Women Voters of Kalamazoo Area
5

Kalamazoo City Commission, continued

Sara L. Schlack
Attorney. Age 39. Owner & managing attorney of my own law 
firm (Schlack & Associates, PLC). Juris Doctor (JD). Practicing 
attorney for 13 years, owned/operated my own law firm here in 
Kalamazoo for over 2 years, excellent skills in communication, 
strategic planning, community building and interpersonal rela-
tionships, and problem solving, along with extensive knowledge 
in policy and law. Campaign Phone: 269-350-2025. Facebook: 
facebook.com/vote4schlack.

1. �Being an attorney that has worked as both a prosecutor 
and a defense attorney, I have extensive training and skills in 
communication, strategic thinking, and relationship build-
ing. The most important skill that I bring to this position is my 
strategic thinking and ability to think through the collateral 
consequences of my/the Commission’s decisions, which is 
critical at this time for our city because we are currently deal-
ing with the negative impact from those that haven’t thought 
through their decisions. For example, small businesses that 
have had to shut their doors because of the extensive road 
construction/closures.

2. �There are so many challenges currently facing our city 
and that are on the horizon— increasing poverty levels 
and homelessness, decreasing economic opportunities, 
increases in cost of living, rising crime rates, and major infra-
structure and environmental challenges. The first two priori-
ties have to be increasing economic opportunity—zprovid-
ing support & removing barriers for small business, attracting 
big business, creating jobs and supporting people in devel-
oping skills for a changing economy—and decreasing our 
crime rate so that businesses want to come here, stay here, 
and our citizens are safe living and working in the city.

3. �We need to create and support programs and incentives for 
both small and large businesses in a variety of industries to 
want to come to our city, stay, and invest. We also need to 
reduce barriers for small business owners—like providing 
technical support, hiring incentives, and access to capital 
for growth. We need to promote buying local and promote, 
encourage, and attract others outside of our city and county 
to want to shop and contract with our city businesses to fuel 
growth. Provide tax incentives for building your business in 
the city, including investing back in the city and hiring city 
residents.

4. �We should be doing a lot more to improve the water and air 
quality for our residents, including looking for more federal 
and state monetary support along with supporting our local 
groups that have and continue to work to address environ-
mental issues that ultimately impact our health. I worked in 
Washington, DC for over 5 years and know that there are 
so many under-utilized resources available and the issue 
ultimately boils down to knowing where to look and taking 
action to obtain those resources for our city, which I not only 
have the knowledge to know where to look but also have 
the drive to go out and get it for our city.  

Jacqueline Slaby
Real Estate Professional. Age 32. Master of City Planning, Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania; B.A. in Growth & Structure of Cities, Bryn 
Mawr College. Former Neighborhood Activator for the City of 
Kalamazoo. Previously served 6-yr term as Trustee on the Battle 
Creek Public Schools Board and appointed to the Michigan 
Association of School Boards (MASB) Government Relations 
Committee. Recipient of MASB’s Award of Merit & Advocacy 
Skills Specialty. Actively serves on United Way’s Community 
Impact Board. Member of the Ladies’ Library Association. Cam-
paign Phone: 269-589-7242. Website: VoteSlaby.com. Face-
book: Facebook.com/VoteSlaby.

1. �I’m a champion for public service and strategic collaboration. 
As a trustee for Battle Creek Public Schools (2017-2022), I 
chaired the successful $44.8M bond to transform facilities 
and invest in students. As Neighborhood Activator for the 
City of Kalamazoo, I led community-building efforts across 
all 22 neighborhoods and facilitated parks and infrastructure 
improvements shaped by residents’ priorities. I deliver results 
by listening deeply, building trust, and helping people navi-
gate City Hall. At a time when Kalamazoo needs both strate-
gic thinking and authentic collaboration, I bring a record of 
turning big goals into real outcomes.

2. �(A) Safe & Affordable Housing: The city invests in housing, 
but is the impact reaching our most vulnerable residents? I’ll 
push for infill and rehab incentives for small-scale housing 
(4 units or fewer), stronger housing standards, and policies 
linking housing options with homelessness prevention. (B) 
Opportunity for Stronger Leadership: Kalamazoo can’t afford 
to drift. With a new city manager and a new master plan by 
next year, the commission must set transparent and measur-
able performance goals and communication standards so 
city staff can put effective strategies and clear processes in 
place to consistently deliver real results. 

3. �(A) Nightlife & Activities After 5pm: Support venues, transit, 
and programming for all ages so the city thrives beyond the 
workday; boosting small businesses and creating local jobs. 
(B) Hospitality & Tourism: Grow and preserve hotels, restau-
rants, and cultural destinations that bring jobs, visitors, and 
new revenue into Kalamazoo, strengthening the regional 
economy. (C) Homelessness: Downtown success suffers 
when safety concerns and disinvestment grow, and people 
experiencing homelessness need housing, services, and 
jobs. Tackling both challenges together builds economic 
stability for all residents and attracts future investment.

4. �I support a Neighborhoods First agenda to turn vacant, 
debris-filled lots, brownfield properties, and neglected water-
ways that often sit untouched for years into safe, healthy, 
and welcoming neighborhood assets. Through consistent 
cleanup, green redevelopment, and community-led reuse, 
these spaces can become parks, gardens, and recreation 
areas instead of long-term blight.

Jessica Thompson
Owner, Bee Joyful Shop. Age 51. A.D., Business / Marketing. As a 
lifelong Kalamazoo resident, small business owner, and Execu-
tive Director of the DDA & DEGA, I bring proven leadership to the 
role of City Commissioner. As chair of the Marketing & Events 
Committee, a member of the Clean & Green Committee, and 
coordinator of Downtown Kalamazoo Shops, I work daily to 
strengthen our community. Campaign Phone: 269-744-5674. 
Website: www.sayyestojess2025.com. Facebook: www.face-
book.com/share/1EGw8akjBa/?mibextid=wwXIfr. Instagram: 

www.instagram.com/p/DMZL5QKgD0A/.

1. �I bring strong skills in collaboration, community-building, 
and strategic leadership to the Kalamazoo City Commission. 
As Executive Director of the DDA & DEGA, chair of the Mar-
keting & Events Committee, and coordinator of Downtown 
Kalamazoo Shops, I’ve united residents, businesses, and city 
leaders to create vibrant spaces, support small businesses, 
and address community needs like public safety and sup-
porting our unhoused neighbors. These skills are especially 
important now as Kalamazoo works toward sustainable 
growth, inclusivity, and thriving neighborhoods.

2. �Two of the most pressing issues Kalamazoo faces in the 
next two years are the affordable housing shortage and envi-
ronmental resilience, particularly around riverfront cleanup 
and flood risk. I’d bring my proven ability to unite city leaders, 
residents, and local partners—through my current roles—to 
marshal resources, secure public-private funding (such as 
the “Homes for All” millage), advocate for smart, equitable 
policy, and promote sustainable infrastructure solutions 
anchored in community engagement and placemaking. In 
doing so, we can ensure a strong and inclusive neighbor-
hoods. 

3. �I champion an economic future where downtown, neigh-
borhoods, and our wider region succeed together. That 
means investing in small businesses through tools like the 
Economic Initiative Fund, catalyzing redevelopment on 
brownfields into affordable housing and public space, and 
weaving in equity-driven frameworks like Shared Prosperity 
so that every resident can thrive. I’ve spent years building 
collaborative partnerships across the City—residents, busi-
nesses, and leaders—and I’m ready to put that experience 
to work in executing Kalamazoo’s unified economic strategy 
for long-term vitality.

4. �Through Bee Joyful Shop, I’m proud to support the City’s 
sustainability efforts by participating in the Styrofoam collec-
tion program and being part of the Food Scrap Composting 
Pilot Initiative. These programs reduce landfill waste and 
create a healthier community. I believe we must go further 
by accelerating brownfield cleanups, expanding green 
infrastructure to reduce flooding, and investing in renew-
able energy and sustainable transit to protect residents and 
ensure a thriving Kalamazoo for generations to come.

www.VOTE411.org
Election Information You Need

The content of this Guide is available online at www.lwvka.org and www.VOTE411.org. 
Sponsored by the League of Women Voters, VOTE411.org contains information about many races across 
the country, with content published as it was submitted by candidates. VOTE411 allows voters to com-
pare candidate responses to questions, as well as offering information on voter registration, ID require-
ments, and election processes such as absentee voting.

Spread the word about www.VOTE411.ORG

The League of Women Voters does not support or oppose any candidates or 
parties. All responses come directly from the candidates and are unedited by the League. The 
League does not certify the accuracy of the candidate’s statements. The League reserves the 
right to remove or redact portions of candidate responses that violate state or federal law or 
the voter guide rules that are provided to all candidates before participating in the voter guide.
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Questions
1. �What skills or talents would you bring to the Portage City Council if you are elected? Give 

an example of how you’ve used one or more of them and describe why are they espe-
cially important at this time in the history of the City.

2. �What are the two major issues confronting the City in the next two years? How do you 
propose to address them?

3. �What strategies do you advocate to promote the long-term economic stability and vital-
ity of the City? How do those strategies relate to the economic health of the region and 
City residents?

4. �With rising environmental concerns, what more, if anything, should the City do to protect 
the health and safety of residents?

Victor Ledbetter
Captain, Kalamazoo Dept Public Safety (Retired). Age 57. Master’s Criminal Justice Admin, FBI NA 
244. Incumbent since 2020. Campaign Phone: 269-330-6404. Email: vicledbetter@gmail.com. 
Website: VictorLedbetter.com

1. �Creative problem solving has always been one of my strong skills. An example of this is when 
residents from a neighborhood came to a council meeting to complain about a neighbor who 
was terrorizing them, and they could not get the help they needed. I worked closely with them 
and the city attorney; we created an ordinance that our officers could use to have the cases go 
straight to our city attorney’s office and not the prosecuting attorney’s office, this allowed the 
neighbor to be held accountable whereas before the cases were denied. This ordinance can 
now be used in every neighborhood to help solve issues. 

2. �Affordable housing is the main issue. Builders build homes to make profits; therefore, we have 
to offer incentives for them to make the homes affordable, we also need to be creative, multi-
purpose buildings should be considered when possible, businesses on the lower levels and 
livable spaces above them. The Portage Road corridor improvement plan will be an issue as 
well. Residents have expressed concerns of a road diet (taking travel lanes away), I too am 
against that and will be working to make sure that every option has been studied and consid-
ered prior to finalizing plans for a road diet.

3. �Keeping Portage affordable—our property tax millage is at 10.64 mills, the lowest since 2007. 
Working to revitalize Crossroads Mall, I am always soliciting suggestions from residents and 
other officials who have had similar issues and found creative ways to transform dying malls 
into useful spaces to help businesses thrive. Investing in Public Safety workforce. A secure 
city is an economically thriving city. Our department needs to do a better job of reflecting the 
community in which it serves, therefore, I am focused on recruitment initiatives to bring in more 
diversity. I also supported a 7% raise for incoming officers to help recruiting. 

4. �Sustainable use of natural resources. After the tornado, we have many fallen/decaying trees 
that need to be removed. I suggested that we use our resources to cut the wood into firewood 
and allow our residents to come and get as much as they need for free, there is enough wood 
for everyone, then we can open it up to other communities after our residents get what they 
need. Making sure that our alert system is working and functioning properly, climate change 
cannot be denied and we need to make sure that we give as much warning as possible, we 
can no longer ignore the sirens and must heed bulletins from the National Weather Service. 

Mark McKeon
Data Analytics. Age 38. Quality Systems, Data Analytics. B.A., Organizational Communications & 
Political Science, WMU, 2010; Masters of International Development Administration, WMU, 2015. 
Advocated for Romence Rd railroad crossing repair. Advocated to stop Cane’s Chicken develop-
ment from building into the neighborhood on Carrie Ln and E. Milham. Advocated for sidewalk 
installation along Sprinkle Road to help residents and businesses. Worked to address light pollu-
tion near Lansing Ave. Knocks doors and talks to residents where they are at. Campaign Website: 
vote4mckeon.com.

1. �I would bring to the Portage City Council strong skills in resident outreach and a balanced per-
spective that considers private, public, and citizen viewpoints to identify issues and opportuni-
ties for improving quality of life. For example, I recognized the significant social and economic 
benefits of resolving responsibility for sidewalk installation on Sprinkle Road. Currently, the 
City and County each claim the other is responsible, resulting in inaction that compromises 
residents’ dignity, safety, and mobility.

2. �In the next two years, public accessibility and traffic congestion are likely to become significant 
challenges along the recently rezoned section of Portage Road between E Centre and E 
Osterhout, envisioned as a downtown extension. The City can help by converting some of its 
property into public parking and a bus stop/turnaround. Road designs should also maintain a 

Portage City Council
Four-year term—Vote for three
Description: The City Council is responsible for adopting and amending city laws and ordinances, determining city policies and standards, and authorizing the an-
nual city budget. The Council also determines city tax millage rates and utility rates, approves contracts and agreements for the city, and directs the City Manager. 
The City Council consists of seven members, including the Mayor and the Mayor Pro-Tempore.

Questions
1. �What skills or talents would you bring as Mayor of Portage if you are elected? Give an 

example of how you’ve used one or more of them and describe why are they especially 
important at this time in the history of the City.

2. �What are the two major issues confronting the City in the next two years? How do you 
propose to address them?

3. �What strategies do you advocate to promote the long-term economic stability and vital-
ity of the City? How do those strategies relate to the economic health of the region and 
City residents?

4. �With rising environmental concerns, what more, if anything, should the City do to protect 
the health and safety of residents?

Portage City Mayor & Commission 

Portage City Mayor
Two-year term—Vote for one
Description: The Mayor is the presiding officer and member of the Council with all the powers and duties of that office, including the right and duty to vote on ques-
tions before the Council. The Mayor also advises the Council and makes recommendations concerning the legislative and policy-making affairs of the City.

Nasim Ansari
Substitute Teacher K-12; Retired (City of Kalamazoo). Age 78. Master’s of Science in Chemistry; Mas-
ter’s in Business Administration (Western Michigan University). Pro Tem Mayor, Portage. Portage City 
Council. Kalamazoo County Commission. Parks and Recreation Commissioner. Board Member, Por-
tage Community Center. President, Portage Small Business Association. Adjunct Professor. Member, 
Kalamazoo County Environmental Health Advisory Council. Member, Michigan Asian Pacific Ameri-
can Affairs Commission. Campaign Phone: 269-720-9404. Website: ansariformayor.com

1. �Experience as Mayor Pro Tem, Portage City Council and County Commissioner. Served in 
public and private sectors. Possess leadership, administrative and personal relations skills. 
Compassionate and a good listener. Serve the community with integrity, pride and leadership. 
Created a new budget process; more open, transparent and responsive to the public and 
City Council with no increase in millage. Saved money for taxpayers by eliminating duplicate 
departments and enhancing automation. Brought back previously eliminated entertainment 
and recreation programs plus implemented single stream recycling.

2. �The two significant issues at hand confronting the city are high property taxes and higher 
crime rates. I plan to control taxes by diversifying, managing spending and forming cost-saving 
partnerships with neighboring municipalities. I will work to reduce crime with prevention, 
quicker response-times and strong community-law enforcement alliances. My stance remains 
to place citizen concerns at the forefront of importance when making city-wide decisions. 

3. �My top strategy is to advocate for a strong tax base that, at times, may require tools to incentiv-
ize investment. I strongly oppose unnecessary regulations that will discourage investment. 
To that end, I plan to work hard and strike a balance between economic growth with a high 
quality of life. By participating in policies that will result in efficient government and contained 
expenses, our collective goal as a city is achievable. I plan to hold city management account-
able for efficient provision of services necessary to maintain economic vitality. I plan to work 
toward community expansion and development, thereby attracting businesses.

4. �A primary concern is the protection of groundwater, as it is a primary source of drinking water 
for many of our citizens. Additionally, I support green space while maintaining economic 
growth. Pollution, waste generation, the loss of green space and climate change are also envi-
ronmental issues that require attention from city management. We must improve communi-
cation with our citizens and regulatory agencies regarding these issues.

Patricia M. Randall
Mayor of Portage. Age 62. Business Administration, WMU, Finance. Eight years as Portage City 
Council member. Eight years as Portage Mayor. Campaign Website: patriciamrandall.com

1. �I have had the privilege of serving the residents of Portage for the past 16 years, 8 years as a 
Council Member and 8 years as Mayor. I bring a passion for improving our city and a common 
sense approach to implementing change. I have built strong relationships with the council, 
within city hall, within the community and with other leaders in our state and region. By work-
ing together and building consensus, we all experience an enhanced quality of life. I led the 
charge to build a world class senior center using private/public funding. Today this facility 
serves over 4500 seniors in our region. It is 85% self funded and a win-win for Portage!

2. �First issue is the housing crisis which affects our country and Portage has stepped up. In 3 
years we have approved 1067 housing units at all income levels. We created a Portage Com-
munity Land Trust and collaborated with the Land Bank to create infill housing on vacant city 
lots. We approved Accessory Dwelling Units for additional housing options, also allowing 
revenue options for homeowners. Second issue, is Zoning Changes Facilitating Redevelop-
ment of vacant buildings and Crossroads Mall. As shopping trends change, so must our zon-
ing requirements. Less parking requirements will lower maintenance costs and provide new 
building site options.

3. �I first ran for office to achieve Fair Property Taxes. Over the past 16 years the city has reduced 
our millage to 10.64, the lowest since 2009. We have managed a balanced budget and 
lowered our debt from $110 million to $45 million. As a result, our Bond Credit Rating has 
increased to AA+. The City is in a strong financial position. We have also increased our support 
to Public Safety, adding 5 new police and 7 new fire fighters. Continuing to prioritize the safety 
of our residents helps ensure our schools and neighborhoods are supported. This adds to the 
economic vitality of our housing, commercial and job markets.

4. �The city has worked to protect our water supply through PFAS Testing. By ensuring all wells 
meet EPA standards, we are taking every step to protect public health. As an aging community 
we are replacing water & sewer pipes as needed. City Hall has taken the lead in making our 
buildings energy efficient, achieving the Gold Status in Michigan Green Communities Chal-
lenge. City cars are hybrids. We have been considering electric mowers, power tools and 
even a snowplow in an effort to be more environmentally friendly. We offer single stream recy-
cling for all residents and new options including plastic bags recycling and food composting.
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central turning lane and adequate passing areas to ensure smooth traffic during development 
and construction, minimizing disruption to local businesses.

3. �I advocate for the City to prioritize development of the Sprinkle Road business corridor, begin-
ning with sidewalks along E Romence to connect Portage and Sprinkle, and then extending 
work along Sprinkle Road itself. This would protect employees and residents with limited 
transportation who work, or wish to work, in the area. Investment here supports employers in 
attracting and retaining local talent, strengthens the tax base, boosts the local economy, and 
improves safety and outdoor accessibility for residents.

4. �The City should expand efforts against invasive species, require native grasses after construc-
tion or utility work, and acquire undeveloped land for restoration through partnerships with 
such agencies as the Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy, focusing on properties with 
water features. Also, expand housing height limits to allow greater density, which would also 
support a stronger public transit, reducing pollution. Finally, the City should offer tax incentives 
for rooftop solar, wind, or geothermal systems and explore community energy projects to 
strengthen long-term resiliency. An example could be solar panels in parking lots.

Jason Mikkelborg
Semi Retired. Age 52. Kalamazoo Valley Community College. U.S. Army 8 years, 1 combat tour in 
Iraq. 12 years Kalamazoo County Road Commission. Campaign Phone: 269-492-8303. Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/Jason.Mikkelborg.

1. �If elected to the Portage City Council, I would bring a strong combination of collaborative lead-
ership, community engagement, and strategic planning skills. These are essential talents at 
this point in Portage’s development, as we face both opportunities for growth and challenges 
in housing, infrastructure, and sustainability. One key skill I offer is the ability to build consensus 
and listen actively to all perspectives. I understand the issues that residents face today in Por-
tage and will work tirelessly to make sure residents of Portage needs are met. 

2. �(A) Managing Responsible Housing Affordability. Portage is growing steadily, and with that 
growth comes pressure on housing availability and affordability. As demand increases, we risk 
pricing out young families, first-time homebuyers, and long-time residents on fixed incomes. 
If elected I will support smart zoning policies. Strengthen infrastructure planning to ensure 
roads, schools, and public services grow alongside residential development—so neighbor-
hoods remain livable and efficient. (B) Upgrade infrastructure and improve transportation. I will 
prioritize infrastructure investment based on long term planning and community input. 

3. �Ensure fiscal responsibility and resilient budgeting. Maintains essential services without sud-
den tax hikes or service cuts. Protects services during economic downturns. I will always be 
a NO vote for a raise. Raises should be on the ballot. Support Small Businesses and Entrepre-
neurs. Cultivates innovation and a resilient local economy. Increases local ownership, wealth 
building and community pride. It is not the government’s job to form monopolies. Strengthen 
infrastructure and transit. Boosts business efficiency and reduces congestion related costs. 
Improves access to jobs, healthacre, education, and reduces commuting costs.

4. �I will work closely with police, fire, and road units to make sure they have the latest state of the 
art equipment to help residents of Portage if we are met with natural disasters. Improve infra-
structure so it can withstand a natural disaster where possible. I will ensure that Portage early 
warning devices are operational and explore better ways to make sure residents get the infor-
mation they need to protect themselves in case of an emergency. 

Kathleen Olmsted
Self Employed. Age 58. Bachelor of Science, WMU. 30+ years of Customer Service background. 
30+ years in the Banking & Mortgage Servicing industry. 30+ years of volunteering. Bachelor of 
Science, WMU. Graduate Election Inspector since 2016 & currently an Elections Chair. Campaign 
Phone: 269-280-0400. Website: VOTEKAT.US.

1. �Knowledgeable of contracts and understanding of best practices & Transparency, I’ve 
worked with legal documents for over 30+ years. Considering the Council entering into 
contracts without the citizens input and the garbage disposal service that was approved but 
the contract wasn’t official... several changes needed to be made but yet the Council, unani-
mously, approved & awarded the contract to a Waste Disposal Company that has a 1.3 star 
out of 5 stars from Yelp. How does this help Portage Citizens? I will only approve contracts that 
are complete and have proper Citizen input.

2. �Community Housing and Government Over-reach. Portage needs a more quality and bal-
anced approach to development and less government interference such as “My Garbage, My 
Choice”. I would gather Citizen’s input of how you would like your neighborhood/community 
to be improved. Communication, Communication, Communication.

3. �Supporting our Local Businesses and encouraging growth of these businesses. Go into 
schools and promote trades and build partnerships with Portage Businesses. Let’s build a bet-
ter Portage!!!

4. �Keep supporting our Law Enforcement/ EMTs/Fire Firefighters and keep focusing on our Vet-
erans & Seniors.  Let’s focus on homelessness and mental health. Fix the tornado disaster areas. 
Let homeowners decide what is best for themselves. A vote for Kathleen Olmsted for Portage 
City Council (VOTEKAT.US) is a vote for a transparent, accountable, and community oriented 
city. I will uphold the U.S. and State of Michigan Constitution. I will work for everyone in our City. 
Thank you for your time and make sure you vote for change. Vote for Kathleen Olmsted. 

Terry R. Urban
Retired Chemist, Master Parachute Rigger. Age 66. Retired, Analytical Chemist 30 years. B.S Univer-
sity of Illinois, Chemistry. Member of Portage Park Board 1988-1989. Two years as Chairman. Mem-
ber of Portage Zoning Board of Appeals 1989-1997, 6 years as Chairman. Member of Portage City 
Council, 1997 to Present. Campaign Phone: 269-323-8160. Email: councilman24@gmail.com. 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/terryurbanportage. 

1. �The extensive experience I have in City government gives me the ability to study propos-
als, documents, budgets, legal opinions and other Administration communications with a 
detailed and critical eye. There have been several cases of changes or corrections needed 
to contracts, policies and Council decisions that I’ve pointed out to staff and the Council. The 
wide variety of projects, developments, and other Council activities I’ve been a part of give me 
the knowledge of what issues we’ve had in the past and what may work in the future. 

2. �Homes affordable for the workforce in Portage are becoming harder to find and develope. 
Using new tools available to the City including Brownfield Development credit for residential 
projects and the new Community Land Trust will help make new housing projects financially 
viable and new homes available at a price affordable to families near the median income. We 
expect the new zoning code to streamline residential development. Maintaining services to 

the citizens with uncertainty in federal funds and programs will take careful attention to budget 
priorities. Leveraging local, municipal and state resources may become more critical.

3. �The rewrite of the zoning code including multi-use zoning, mixed residential and commercial 
development, will allow redevelopment of tired properties and development of other property 
where wholly residential projects are financially not viable. This may allow additional apart-
ments as well as new businesses to be developed in this period of very high construction 
costs. The council needs to continue to prepare for and be proactive in the redevelopment 
of declining, older commercial properties. The Council should continue to be aggressive in 
seeking the ability to influence the future of eventual large redevelopments.

4. �The ability to affect environmental issues largely lies at levels of government higher than the 
City. The City should continue to represent the citizens values by being good environmental 
stewards. One example is the use of solar power in City developments, as the recent installa-
tion on City Hall. Incorporating solar power in City projects should continue. 

Jay Woodhams
Network Engineer. Age 51. College. Educated, lived in Portage most of my life. Campaign Phone: 
269-350-6527. Website: committedtoelectjaywoodhams.com.

1. �The most important skill I would bring is my ability to act non-partisan and analyze what is best 
for the city. I use these analytic skills every day to provide for my clients.

2. �The two major issues the city will face over the next couple of years are the recently adopted 
waste ordinance and lack of support for small and medium businesses. The waste ordinance 
will most likely face legal challenges. I will work to educate and advocate for the residents of 
the city as this unfolds in the coming months. I will also work with local businesses to establish 
business district representation of the collective interests of the businesses.

3. �The long term economic stability of the city depends on two things. Working with local busi-
ness and residents to continue making Portage a desirable place to operate a business and 
a desirable place to live. And a business expansion plan that incentivizes new businesses to 
come to Portage. 

4. �Portage is already on the right track regarding environmental issues and I would continue to 
support the existing environmental plan.

Jihan Ain Young
Former Financial Analyst/Banker. Age 42. Elected Official & Stay-At-Home Mother. B.A. in Political 
Science, University of Michigan. Councilwoman Young, A University of Michigan alumna and the 
first woman of color elected to Portage’s 30th City Council, brings extensive leadership in legisla-
tion, budget oversight, strategic planning, and advocacy. With service on city boards, county com-
mittees, and community organizations, she offers proven leadership, strong constituent engage-
ment, and a deep commitment to Portage’s growth. Campaign Phone: 269-359-1064. Email: 
jyoungforpcc@jihanyoung.com. Website: jihanyoung.com. Facebook: www.facebook.com/share
/1E2ftSskZK/?mibextid=wwXIfr.

1. �I am committed to constituent engagement, ensuring residents’ voices are heard. I guide 
growth, infrastructure, and sustainability through strategic planning, oversee executive leader-
ship by evaluating and renewing the City Manager’s contract, and appoint diverse leaders 
to city boards. On the Small Business Committee, I expanded the Portage Business Directory 
and helped launch Portage Pocket Pay. By supporting small business visibility through rib-
bon-cuttings and fostering partnerships with economic leaders like Southwest Michigan First, 
I am a champion of Portage’s growth and community-driven progress.

2. �Neighborhood Engagement & City Council Operations: With new housing developments, 
Portage faces challenges like traffic and land-use questions. I propose a Neighborhood 
Engagement Program with coffee chats, block parties, and roundtables to build trust and 
open dialogue, empowering residents to raise concerns and stay informed. To increase 
understanding of City Council, I recommend informal off-week sessions to explain proce-
dures, answer questions, and foster transparency, strengthening trust and engagement.

3. �Collaboration with community partners to attract businesses, develop sustainable housing 
allows young professionals to live and work locally. Offering targeted incentive packages 
helps keep our businesses competitive and innovative, while knowledgeable elected officials 
with vision and cross-municipal collaboration drive strategic economic planning. Transforma-
tive projects such as the KRESA Career Connect Campus, Portage Senior Center and Portage 
Farmers Market exemplify these efforts. This comprehensive approach enhances quality of 
life, creates new opportunities, and strengthens the city’s role within the regional economy for 
all.

4. �As the City’s representative on the Kalamazoo County Environmental Health Advisory Coun-
cil, I support initiatives addressing climate change, stormwater management, flooding, and 
emergency services. Building on programs like food scraps recycling, the City should con-
tinue investing in climate adaptation, resilient infrastructure, emergency planning, and public 
engagement to protect residents’ health and safety. By combining education, innovation, and 
infrastructure improvements, Portage can ensure it remains a safe, healthy, and environmen-
tally vibrant city for current and future generations.

Portage City Council, continued
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Questions
1. �What skills or talents would you bring to the Parchment City Commission if you are elect-

ed? Give an example of how you’ve used one or more of them and describe why are they 
especially important at this time in the history of the City.

2. �What are the two major issues confronting the City in the next two years? How do you 
propose to address them?

3. �What strategies do you advocate to promote the long-term economic stability and vital-
ity of the City? How do those strategies relate to the economic health of the region and 
City residents?

4. �With rising environmental concerns, what more, if anything, should the City do to pro-
tect the health and safety of residents?

Parchment City Commission
Four-year term—Vote for up to four
Description: The Parchment City Commission consists of seven members elected at-large by the citizens of Parchment to serve staggered four-year terms. As the 
elected leaders of the community, the City Commission sets the strategic direction of the City, makes all city policy decisions, approves purchases (above $2,500), 
adopts an annual budget, hires a City Manager, approves contracts, reviews regular reports of the City’s financial condition and appoints volunteer board and com-
mission members.

Robert D Britigan III
Real Estate Management. Age 63. President, Midlink Business Park. B.A., DePauw University; Certi-
fied Property Manager (CPM) designation from the Institute of Real Estate Management (IREM) and 
State of Michigan Real Estate Broker’s License. Over 39 years in the real estate management profes-
sion. Served as Mayor the past 8 years and have been active on various boards, committees and 
authorities in both the public and private sectors. Campaign Phone: 269-217-0120.

1. �Leadership experience, institutional knowledge and professionalism. My leadership and pro-
fessional real estate management experience proved to be useful when our city navigated a 
drinking water contamination crisis, recission of the mill property and the covid pandemic. My 
skill set, experience, knowledge of the city’s business and the relationships cultivated over the 
years make me uniquely qualified to address the priorities of our City.  

2. �Economic development and the emerging homeless crisis. To enhance the quality of life for 
our community, the City of Parchment needs to expand the tax base by redeveloping the mill 
property and attracting sustainable businesses. This can be accomplished by utilize eco-
nomic development tools, taking advantage of the new US 131 business loop and targeted 
marketing.  We must also promote our existing businesses and provide them with an attractive 
environment in which to thrive. Parchment is a welcoming community, but we must alleviate 
encampments that create blight and public safety concerns.   

3. �Economic stability is essential to the vitality of our City and Southwest Michigan. Incentives 
work well to attract but not necessarily retain business. I think the best strategy for long-term 
economic stability is to create a consistent pro-business climate with tax and regulatory policy.   
A job is the greatest force for change.  Sustainable jobs in our community will help improve the 
quality of life for everyone.  

4. �The health and safety of our residents should always be a priority. Our city is limited in capacity 
to address environmental concerns outside our purview. We can, however, keep our emer-
gency alert system activated for extreme weather events and keep our community clean by 
picking up trash in our public spaces and following best practices with waste. We can also 
advocate for good public policy as it relates to clean air.     

Kristen Capelli
Licensed Cosmetologist. Age 47. Currently I’m a stay at home mom. High school diploma.  
Campaign Phone: 269-760-5546.

1.�I have many years working with the public, my ability to speak to others and communicate to 
come to an understanding of what the desired outcome is. I believe Parchment needs more 
transparency on all of the wonderful projects and growth in the works. I believe I can help cre-
ate public interest and new growth. 

2. �The two issues of concern for our community, I believe are safety and tax revenue.  Our current 
contract with KTPD is up in the next 9 months, I believe there are portions of that contract that 
should be revised to better suit our community. As a founding member of the newly reinstated 
Paper City neighborhood Watch we are currently working to get public feedback on these 
matters and hope to meet with KTPD prior to contact negotiations to voice the public con-
cerns. Tax base is a hot topic for many reasons in this community, be it loss of services in the 
last 2 decades, to school bonds, business growth is necessary!

3. �Parchment has a strong future by supporting small businesses, revitalizing and reinventing 
our downtown, and investing in smart infrastructure. I believe we can honor our history while 
attracting new opportunities. We can certainly build a community where families & businesses 
can thrive for generations to come. 

4. �I believe the City is continuing to learn the importance of being as proactive as possible when 
it comes to providing the current science and developments being made on PFAS sites. Con-
tinuing to do so ensures transparency and safety for city residents, businesses and future busi-
nesses for generations to come.

Michael E. Conner
Did not respond in time for publication. Check www.Vote411.org for submissions after the  
publication deadline.

Tammy Cooper
Age 40. Parchment City Commissioner. B.S., Political Science/Spanish.  4 year commission term

1. �I have diligently served on the Parchment City Commission for four years. I possess the strong 
leadership qualities necessary to continue work towards essential development of the down-
town area of the City. I have worked with several agencies regarding remediation of the paper 
mill property, and I am committed to working with fellow commission members to bring busi-
nesses and tax revenue to Parchment. I believe that strong leadership is essential during such 
a time of rapid growth and development to ensure that the interests of private citizens remain 
the focus and are protected.

2. �Development of the former paper mill property remains a top issue for Parchment. I will con-
tinue to support responsible development that balances the needs and interests of residents. 
I will also support the expansion and development of our Parks and Recreation program, 
specifically surrounding Kindleberger Park. Balancing our budget and conservative spending 
will also continue to be priorities as we expand our tax base. We must allocate our resources 
responsibly, especially as residents are also faced with rising costs of living in addition to a 
sewer surcharge for infrastructure repairs.

3. �It is essential that the Commission maintain focus on progress and the development of our 
downtown area. We must expand our tax base to remove some of the financial burden from 
taxpayers. This should include a marketing plan to draw in businesses that are profitable but 
that are ethical and well suited to the area. We must ensure that our ordinances are up to date, 
our budget should remain conservative and we should remain focused on local develop-
ment. We must protect our park and local assets while also ensuring that city expansion 
improves our financial picture and the quality of life of residents. 

4. �Responsible development includes making sure that businesses are compliant with and 
knowledgeable about current rules and regulations regarding environmental contamination 
and disposal. It’s important to ask extensive questions about the environmental impact of 
business operations prior to consideration of a contract. In addition, Parchment must maintain 
focus on community safety by working with the Kalamazoo Township Police on ways to bal-
ance the rights and responsibilities of citizens. It is important to protect the safety of residents 
while also protecting the rights of private citizens to exist in their communities.

Genevieve Gibson
Fountains Banquet Center. Age 18. Food truck server, server, dishwasher, kitchen staff, Parch-
ment High School Diploma; Associates of Business Administration in progress. Volunteer work at 
Kalamazoo Community Foundation in their Youth Advisory Council and Outfront Kalamazoo in 
their Youth Advisory Initiative. Campaign Phone: 269-830-2311.

1. �Not only have I lived in Parchment my whole life, but I was also recently in the Parchment 
School System, so I feel as though I have very relevant knowledge when it comes to discourse 
about the schools. I also have dedicated a lot of my time to volunteering and working with 
youth in the area. As the youth grows, we will be the next top voices and it’s important to make 
our mark and prove our competency.

2. �I feel as though the two biggest issues are the taxes in parchment and the growing unhoused 
population in the city. I plan to approach both with open eyes and ears and listen to what my 
community members think and feel and use my voice accordingly.

3. �I plan to listen to my constituents and the community on what makes sense for the area, and 
look at the past to find what has helped us and implement those things in the future. I believe 
everyone tries to do the best they can to keep their community well, and I want to do the same.

4.�Parchment seems to be doing quite well. If anything, I feel as though we should be doing more 
about getting PFAS and chemicals out of the water.

Nina R Mihalek
Caregiver. Age 41. High school. Campaign Phone: 269-870-0556.

Did not respond to questions in time for publication. Check www.Vote411.org for submissions 
after the publication deadline.

Elizabeth June Seeger
Did not respond in time for publication. Check www.Vote411.org for submissions after the  
publication deadline.
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Central County Transportation Authority 
(CCTA)Transportation Millage Renewal

�The Central County Transportation Authority (CCTA) provides public 
transportation services that include the fixed-route bus system and a 
microtransit service through the Metro Link program. May the CCTA 
levy a tax for public transportation purposes of up to 1.1 mills ($1.10 per 
$1,000 of taxable value)? This millage: (a) Would be a renewal of a previ-
ously authorized millage expiring with the 2025 levy, the previously autho-
rized millage of 0.9 mills will increase by 0.2 mills to equal 1.1 total mills; 
(b) Would be levied for five (5) years, 2026 through 2030; (c) Is estimated 
to raise $7,800,000 in its first year; and (d) Applies to the taxable value of 
all taxable property within the geographic boundary of the Central County 
Transportation Authority. 
�NOTE: Only Voters in the cities of Kalamazoo, Portage and Parchment; 
the Charter Townships of Kalamazoo and Comstock; and precincts 3 
through 9 of the Charter Township of Oshtemo are eligible to vote on 
the CCTA Millage Renewal in the November 4th election.

Portage Public Schools
Elementary School and 

District-Wide Improvements Proposal
�Shall the Portage Public Schools, County of Kalamazoo, State of Michi-
gan, borrow the principal sum of not to exceed One Hundred Thirty-Two 
Million Four Hundred Thousand Dollars ($132,400,000) and issue its 
general obligation unlimited tax bonds for the purpose of defraying the 
cost of the following projects to create a modern learning environment for 
students and for health, safety, security, energy conservation and other 
purposes:  erecting and completing new school buildings and other facili-
ties, including buildings to replace existing elementary schools; remodel-
ing, equipping, reequipping, furnishing and refurnishing and constructing 
additions to school buildings and other facilities in the school district; 
acquiring school buses; acquiring and installing instructional technology, 
technology infrastructure and equipment in and connecting new and 
existing school district building and other facilities; and acquiring, prepar-
ing, developing, and improving sites, including playfields, playgrounds, 
school buildings and other facilities and structures? The following is for 
informational purposes only: The annual debt millage required to pay the 
debt service on the School District’s proposed and outstanding bonds is 
estimated to remain at or below the 2025 levy of 6.85 mills. The estimat-
ed millage to be levied in 2026 to service this issue of bonds is 0.74 mills 
($0.74 per $1,000 of taxable value) and the estimated simple average 
annual millage rate required to retire the bonds of this issue is 1.68 mills 
($1.68 per $1,000 of taxable value). The bonds may be issued in multiple 
series, payable in the case of each series in not to exceed 30 years from 
the date of issue of such series. (Under State law, expenditure of bond 
proceeds must be audited and bond proceeds may not be used to pay 
teacher or administrator salaries, routine maintenance or repair costs or 
other School District operating expenses.)

Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools 
Bond Proposal

�Shall Galesburg-Augusta Community Schools, Kalamazoo County, 
Michigan, borrow the sum of not to exceed Eleven Million Two Hundred 
Thousand Dollars ($11,200,000) and issue its general obligation unlimited 
tax bonds therefor, in one or more series, for the purpose of:  remodeling 
school buildings and facilities; equipping, re-equipping, furnishing and 
refurnishing school buildings and facilities; erecting a new transportation 
facility; acquiring, installing, equipping and re- equipping school buildings 
for instructional technology; and preparing, developing, improving and 
equipping structures, facilities and sites? The following is for informational 
purposes only: The estimated millage that will be levied for the proposed 
bonds in 2026 is 1.00 mill ($1.00 on each $1,000 of taxable valuation) for 
a 0.00 mill net increase over the prior year’s levy. The maximum number 
of years the bonds of any series may be outstanding, exclusive of any 
refunding, is seventeen (17) years. The estimated simple average annual 
millage anticipated to be required to retire this bond debt is 2.03 mills 
($2.03 on each $1,000 of taxable valuation). The school district does not  
expect to borrow from the State to pay debt service on the bonds. The 
total amount of qualified bonds currently outstanding is $26,935,000. 
The total amount of qualified loans currently outstanding is $0. The esti-
mated computed millage rate may change based on changes in certain 

circumstances. (Pursuant to State law, expenditure of bond proceeds 
must be audited and the proceeds cannot be used for repair or mainte-
nance costs, teacher, administrator or employee salaries, or other oper-
ating expenses.)

Parchment School District
Bond Proposal

�Shall Parchment School District, Kalamazoo County, Michigan, borrow 
the sum of not to exceed Thirty-Two Million Three Hundred Fifty Thou-
sand Dollars ($32,350,000) and issue its general obligation unlimited tax 
bonds therefor, in one or more series, for the purpose of: remodeling, 
furnishing and refurnishing, and equipping and re-equipping school build-
ings and facilities, including secure entrances at the elementary schools; 
acquiring, installing, equipping and re-equipping school buildings for 
instructional technology; and preparing, developing, and improving sites? 
The following is for informational purposes only: The estimated millage 
that will be levied for the proposed bonds in 2026, under current law, is 
2.95 mills ($2.95 on each $1,000 of taxable valuation). The maximum 
number of years the bonds of any series may be outstanding, exclusive 
of any refunding, is thirty (30) years. The estimated simple average annual 
millage anticipated to be required to retire this bond debt is 4.29 mills 
($4.29 on each $1,000 of taxable valuation). The school district does 
not expect to borrow from the State to pay debt service on the bonds 
but expects estimated additional interest attributable to the bonds to be 
$2,303,940. The total amount of qualified bonds currently outstanding is 
$17,585,000. The total amount of qualified loans currently outstanding 
is approximately $9,230,723. The estimated computed millage rate may 
change based on changes in certain circumstances. (Pursuant to State 
law, expenditure of bond proceeds must be audited and the proceeds 
cannot be used for repair or maintenance costs, teacher, administrator or 
employee salaries, or other operating expenses.)

Comstock Public Schools
Bond Proposal

Shall Comstock Public Schools, Kalamazoo County, Michigan, borrow 
the sum of not to exceed Thirty-One Million Eight Hundred Thousand 
Dollars ($31,800,000) and issue its general obligation unlimited tax bonds 
therefor, in one or more series, for the purpose of: remodeling school 
buildings and facilities and erecting additions to school buildings and 
facilities; equipping, re-equipping, furnishing and refurnishing school 
buildings and facilities; acquiring, installing, equipping and re-equipping 
school buildings for instructional technology; and preparing, developing, 
improving and equipping athletic fields, play fields, playgrounds, struc-
tures, facilities and sites? The following is for informational purposes only: 
The estimated millage that will be levied for the proposed bonds in 2026, 
under current law, is 1.18 mills ($1.18 on each $1,000 of taxable valua-
tion) for a 0.50 mill net increase over the prior year’s levy. The maximum 
number of years the bonds of any series may be outstanding, exclusive 
of any refunding, is thirty (30) years. The estimated simple average annual 
millage anticipated to be required to retire this bond debt is 1.59 mills 
($1.59 on each $1,000 of taxable valuation). The school district does not 
expect to borrow from the State to pay debt service on the bonds. The 
total amount of qualified bonds currently outstanding is $36,740,000. 
The total amount of qualified loans currently outstanding is $0. The esti-
mated computed millage rate may change based on changes in certain 
circumstances. (Pursuant to State law, expenditure of bond proceeds 
must be audited and the proceeds cannot be used for repair or mainte-
nance costs, teacher, administrator or employee salaries, or other oper-
ating expenses.) 

Richland Community Library
Millage Proposal

Shall the Richland Community Library, County of Kalamazoo, Michigan, be 
authorized to levy annually a new additional millage in an amount not to exceed 
.75 mill ($0.75 per each $1,000 of taxable value) against all taxable property 
within the Richland Community Library district in perpetuity beginning with the 
2025 levy, for the purpose of providing funds for all district library purposes au-
thorized by law? The estimate of the revenue the Richland Community Library 
will collect if the millage is approved and levied by the Richland Community 
Library in the first year (2025) is approximately $455,000.

Ballot Proposals 
For each measure on your ballot: Vote Yes for the Measure    OR     Vote No Against the Measure
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Voting Absentee?
Absentee Ballot Process
Spread the word

Absentee voting is available starting 40 days before 
Election Day, and no excuse is required.  
  All voters must apply for an absentee ballot unless they are 

on the permanent mail ballot list. We encourage voters to submit 
their applications as soon as possible. You can return your absen-
tee ballot application through the mail, in person at your local elec-
tions office, or online. Voted ballots from most absentee voters must 
be received by 8:00 pm on Election Day in order to be counted. You 
can sign up to track your absentee ballot and application on your 
Department of State website. All cities and townships can begin 
counting absentee ballots the Monday before Election Day. Cities 
and townships with a population of 5,000 or more can begin count-
ing ballots as early as 8 days before Election Day.

Options to apply for an absentee ballot:
Online — must be registered to vote in Michigan and have a valid 
Michigan driver’s license or state ID
By Mail —  submit a completed absentee ballot application to your 
local clerk. Once the ballot application has been processed, the 
absentee ballot will be mailed to you beginning 40 days before the 
election.
At your local clerk’s office
Sign up for the Permanent Mail Ballot List by checking the box 
on your absentee ballot application that says, “automatically send 
me an absent voter ballot for each future election for which  
I’m eligible.”
Deadline: Online absentee applications may be submitted until 
5pm the Friday before Election Day. 

Options for returning an absentee ballot:
By mail (not recommended within 14 days of an election)
By dropbox in your city or township
At a clerk’s office 
Deadline: After receiving your absentee ballot, you have until 8pm 
on Election Day to complete and return the ballot, unless you are 
serving in the military or living overseas. Absentee ballots from mili-
tary and overseas voters must be postmarked by Election Day and 
received by your local clerk within 6 days of the election.

Emergency Absentee Ballot:
If you have an emergency that prevents you from going to the polls 
you may request an emergency absentee ballot. Requests must 
be submitted after the deadline for regular absentee ballots has 
passed (5pm on the Friday before Election Day) but before 4pm 
on Election Day. The emergency must have occurred at a time in 
which it made it impossible to get to the polls.

Additional Information
Those who requested an absentee ballot but end up voting in per-
son: Do not mail a ballot and vote in person. If a voter who has been 
issued an Absentee Voter Ballot decides to vote at the polls, they 
can bring their absentee ballot with them and insert it into the tabu-
lator. The voter must check in with a poll worker before doing so. 
Please note: This option is not available in the City of Detroit. If the 
absentee ballot was lost or destroyed, the voter should go to their 
polling place, fill out the Application to Vote, and then vote a regular 
ballot.

Overseas citizens and U.S. military personnel can find informa-
tion on how to register to vote and request an absentee ballot at the 
Federal Voting Assistance Program
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KALAMAZOO COUNTY PRECINCT LOCATIONS
Polls Open Tuesday, November 4, 2025 — 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Charleston Township
#1 Township Hall… ………………………………………………………………………………… 1499 South 38th St.

Comstock Charter Township
#1 Galesburg Baptist Church… ………………………………………………… 10100 Shadowlane Dr.

#2 Comstock Township Hall……………………………………………………………… 5858 King Highway

#3 Comstock Christian Reformed Church……………………………… 5300 Comstock Ave.

#4 Northeastern Baptist Church………………………………………………………………6536 East G Ave.

#5 Church of God Family Worship Center… …………………………………… 5841 East H. Ave.

#6 Kalamazoo Community Church… …………………………………………… 2435 North 26th St.

Cooper Charter Township
#1, #2, #3, #4 Township Hall…………………………………………………………………… 1590 West D Ave.

Kalamazoo Charter Township
#1 Lakewood Fire Station………………………………………………………………………………… 3100 Lake St.

#2 & 7 Northwood Fire Station… ………………………………………………………… 2617 N. Burdick St.

#3 & 6 Community Presbyterian Church… ………………………………………… 811 Gorham La.

#4 & 5  Westwood Fire Station………………………………………………………………… 1310 Nichols Rd.

#8 Eastwood Library……………………………………………………………………………………… 1112 Gayle Ave

#9 & 10 Eastwood Fire Station… ………………………………………………………… 2703 East Main St.

Oshtemo Charter Township
#3 Oshtemo Branch Library… ……………………………………………………………………7265 W. Main St.

#4 & 7 Voyage Church – Fellowship Hall… ………………………………………6339 Atlantic Ave.

#5 Skyridge Church… …………………………………………………………………………………… 394 S Drake Rd.

#6 Centerpoint Church………………………………………………………………………………… 2345 N. 10th St.

#8 Oshtemo Community Center… ………………………………………………… 6407 Parkview Ave.

#9 Township Hall… …………………………………………………………………………………………7275 W. Main St.

Pavilion Township
#2 Christian Evangelical Church…………………………………………………………9286 South 36th S.

#3 Township Hall… ……………………………………………………………………………………… 7510 East Q Ave.

Richland Township
#1, 2 & 3 Gracespring Bible Church… ………………………………………………………… 8643 Gull Rd.

Ross Township
#1 Sherman Lake YMCA……………………………………………………………………………… 6625 N. 39th St.

Texas Township
#4 & 5  Southridge Reformed Church……………………………………………………… 6726 Texas Dr.

Galesburg City
#1 City Hall… …………………………………………………………………………………………… 200 E. Michigan Ave.

Kalamazoo City
#1 & 3 Faith Temple Church of God… …………………………………… 402 S. Westnedge Ave.

#2 & 4 Fetzer Center… …………………………………………………………………………………2251 Business Ct.

#5 Wesley Foundation… ……………………………………………………………………………… 2350 Ring Rd N

#6 Kalamazoo RESA West Campus……………………………………………… 4606 Croyden Ave.

#7 & 9 Douglass Community Association… ………………………………1000 W. Paterson St.

#8 & 27 Mt. Zion Baptist Church… ………………………………………………………… 120 Roberson St.

#10 Temple Baptist Church… ……………………………………………………………… 3706 Mt. Olivet Rd.

#11 Eastside Community Center… …………………………………………………… 1301 East Main St.

#12 Oakwood Bible Church…………………………………………………………………… 4100 Oakland Dr.

#13 & 14 St. Joseph’s Catholic School – Bennett Building………………… 930 Lake St.

#15 Urban Alliance……………………………………………………………………… 1009 E. Stockbridge Ave.

#16 & 18 Converge Community Church… …………………………………… 3306 Lovers Lane 

#17 Greenwood Reformed Church……………………………………………………1815 Winton Ave.

#19 & 25 Southern Heights Christian Reformed Church… 4141 E. Hillandale Dr.

#20 Centerpoint City Church… …………………………………………………………………… 326 W. Cork St.

#21 & 24 Girl Scouts Building… …………………………………………………………………601 W. Maple St.

#22 Third Christian Reformed Church… ……………………………………… 2400 Winchell Ave.

#23 Bethany Reformed Church………………………………………………………… 1833 S. Burdick St.

#26 Parkview Hills Clubhouse… ………………………………………………… 3707 Greenleaf Circle

Parchment City
#1 Parchment City Hall………………………………………………………………………… 650 S. Riverview Dr.

Portage City
#1 Westminster Presbyterian Church……………………………………………………1515 Helen Ave.

#2 Calvary Chapel of Kalamazoo Valley……………………………………… 5331 S. Sprinkle Rd.

#3 Portage Parks & Recreation Center… …………………………………………… 320 Library Lane

#4 Lord of Life Lutheran Church……………………………………………………… 9420 Portage Road

#5 Pathfinder Church… …………………………………………………………………8740 S. Westnedge Ave

#6 Zhang Portage Community Senior Center… ………………………… 203 E. Centre Ave.

#7 & 11 The Bridge Church………………………………………………………………… 7200 Angling Road

#8 Chapel Hill United Methodist Church…………………………………… 7028 Oakland Drive

#9 & 12 Prince of Peace Lutheran Church… …………………………… 1747 W. Milham Ave.

#10 Prairie Edge Christian Reformed Church………………………………… 9316 Oakland Dr.

#13 Kalamazoo First Assembly of God………………………………………… 5550 Oakland Drive

Source: Kalamazoo County Clerk / Register Office

5 Things You Need to Know on Election Day
1.	Go To The Right Place  Poll locations 

can change. Be sure to locate your polling 
place before you go to vote. Check 
VOTE411.org or contact the clerk for your 
county, city or township.

2.	Bring I.D.  You will be asked to show I.D. at 
the polling place. Bring your driver’s license 
or another photo I.D.

3.	Get a Ballot  Don’t panic if you registered 
to vote but your name is not on the list. 
Get help from a poll worker to make sure 
your vote is counted. You should be given 
a provisional ballot or given directions to 
another polling place.

4.	Get Help  Poll workers are there to help 
you. They’ll show you how to use the 
voting machine or give you a provisional 
ballot if you need one. Ask, or read the 
signs at your polling place, which have 
instructions, list your voting rights and say 
how to file a complaint.

5.	Stay and Vote  You probably won’t have 
to wait too long. But even if the line is long, 
don’t leave without voting. The outcome of 
this election will be important!


