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Calendar
September 2022
  7 �Kalamazoo Valley Vibe Fest 

Voter Registration Texas Township Campus 10am-4pm
  8 �Voter Registration Downtown Campus 11am-1pm
13 �Voter Registration Culinary & Allied Health Campus 

11am-1pm
Contact MerriKay Oleen-Burkey to volunteer for any 
of these KVCC events: moburkey30@gmail.com

14 �LWVKA Development Committee Meeting 
10am via Zoom, contact Ken Manley @  
kenmanley@hotmail.com

19 �KCASI 
1:30pm, Portage Senior Center. Ballot Proposals pre-
sentation by LWVKA and election info by County Clerk.

20 National Voter Registration Day

20 �Voter Registration  
Richland Library 4-6pm. Contact: 
moburkey30@gmail.com to volunteer

20 �LWVKA Book Discussion Group  
7pm via Zoom, Book by Elizabeth Kobert, “The 
Sixth Extinction,” contact AedinClements @ 
aedinclements@gmail.com

26 �LWVKA Board Meeting  
6pm via Zoom, contact ckuthe57@gmail.com

28 �DEI Committee Meeting  
6:30 pm via Zoom, contact: moburkey30@gmail.com

28 �Calhoun County Unit Meeting  
7 pm via Zoom, contact Sue Rosko @ 
lwvkacalhouncounty@yahoo.com

October 2022
12 �LWVKA Development Committee Meeting 

10am via Zoom, contact: kenmanley@hotmail.com

12 �Project Connect 
Voter Registration at Kalamazoo Expo Center 12-
3pm, contact: moburkey30@gmail.com

24 �LWVKA Board Meeting 
6pm via Zoom, contact ckuthe57@gmail.com

26 �Calhoun County Unit Meeting 
7pm via Zoom, contact: lwvkacalhouncounty@yahoo.com

26 �DEI Committee Meeting 
6:30pm via Zoom, contact: moburkey30@gmail.com
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The Voter
President’s Column
By Chris Kuthe, Co-President

As we start a busy election season, the LWV’s motto, “Empowering Voters, 
Defending Democracy” has never been more important. We invite you to take 

part in living our motto by participating in one or more volunteer opportunities 
listed below. Your time and effort have never been more important.

Register Voters. We have events coming up at WMU’s Bronco Bash, KVCC’s 
Vibe Fest and National Voter Registration Day on September 20th. Volunteer to 
help all eligible voters get registered. Contact MerriKay Oleen-Burkey at mobur-
key30@gmail.com to volunteer.

Distribute Voter Guides. The LWV is known for our nonpartisan information 
in our voter guides. Help get accurate election information out by delivering 
guides around Kalamazoo and surrounding areas. Contact Jules Isenberg-Wedel 
at julesisenbergwedel@gmail.com or Terry Hluchyj at hluchyberg@aol.com to 
volunteer.

Help Run Mock Elections. This year we are able to go to Kalamazoo Central and 
Loy Norrix high schools to conduct mock elections. Students listen to a Power-
Point presentation in their social studies class that informs them about registering 
to vote, becoming educated about candidates and issues, and the voting process. 
The week of October 17-21 we will conduct mock elections in the high schools. 
Our local city and county clerks provide tabulators and ballots to simulate the vot-
ing process for 11 and 12th grade students. It’s and inspiring process and a great 
place to start becoming involved. Contact Jennie Hill at jahill1231@yahoo.com or 
Chris Kuthe at ckuthe57@gmail.com to volunteer.

Coordinate Candidate Forums. Thank you to KC Miller for being our long time 
forum coordinator. We need someone new to step up to the plate for this impor-
tant position. The job involves contacting candidates, forming questions (with 
help), finding or being the moderator and time keeper. This is a very important 
role that the League performs in getting out accurate, non-biased information to 
voters. Contact Chris Kuthe at ckuthe57@gmail.com for more information or to 
volunteer.

Become an Election Inspector (Poll Worker). Clerks everywhere need more 
help. There is no better way to defend democracy than working at the polls. 
Contact your local clerk for information. If you live in Kalamazoo, email elections@
kalamazoocity.org

Observe the Board of Canvassers. After each election or primary, the Board of 
Canvassers for each county convenes to certify the election. The LWVMI has been 
working with the Secretary of States office to observe this process and report our 
observations. League members who have volunteered to observe this process 
have found it to be interesting and important work. The next canvass will occur 
after the general election on November 8th. The canvass will start November 10th 
and continue until completion. Observers work in two hour shifts, so it is not a big 
time commitment. Contact Chris Kuthe at ckuthe57@gmail.com to volunteer.

Continued on page 6
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LWVUS Update
Paula Manley

LWVUS has recently written several letters urging 
action on various issues including:

• �A sign-on letter to the Administration Urging Action 
for Abortion Rights and Access

• �A letter Urging USAID and the State Department to 
Demonstrate Their Commitment to Reproductive 
Health, Rights and Justice

• �A letter Urging Congress to Support the National 
Climate Adaptation and Resilience Strategy Act 
(NCARS)

Find these letters on the League Management Site.

Important dates to note during 
September:
September 12th-16th is Disability Voting Rights 
Week. The emphasis is to make certain disabled vot-
ers in every community are registered, ready to vote 
and have access to the ballot.

September 15th-October 15th is 
National Hispanic Heritage Month.

September 20th is National Voter Registration Day. 
This year marks the 10th anniversary of this non-
partisan civic holiday which celebrates democracy. 
Leagues around the country will offer virtual and in-
person voter registration and education activities. 

LWVMI Updates
Denise Hartsough

2023 State League Convention. Save the date! 
May 19-21, 2023 in Lansing.

LWVKA member on the State Nominating Commit-
tee! Regena Nelson has joined the LWVMI Nominat-
ing Committee.

LWVKA Past President is State Coach! MerriKay has 
joined the LWVMI Membership Committee and MLD 
(Membership & Leadership Development) Coaching 
Team.

State candidate VOTE411 and State Voter Guide. 
State leads are working hard on both.

Ballot proposals. LWVMI Advocacy leaders Judy 
Karandjeff and Sue Smith are working on a Power-
Point on the proposals that make it onto the Nov. 8 
ballot. The Board of State Canvassers will have deter-
mined on 8/31 if the Reproductive Rights and Pro-
mote the Vote 2022 proposals will be placed on the 
ballot. If yes, LWVKA will send out trained speakers to 
educate about all the ballot proposals and, separately, 
to advocate for PTV 2022.

Statewide Environmental Network. LWV members 
from around the state meet on 3rd Thursdays at 
11am on Zoom to share news, resources and connec-
tions. Interested? Contact Chair Sandy Sorini Elser at 
sandrasorinielser@gmail.com. 

Job announcement. LWVMI seeks a 2-year con-
tractual Election Protection Project Manager for 
$50,000/year, a League member with good communi-
cation and organizational skills who can work remote-
ly. For specific responsibilities, click here. Interested 
applicants should complete the application and return 
it to Judy Florian (email on form) as soon as possible.

Vote 411 Promo
LWVKA took the bold step of asking the LWVKA 
Education Fund for $12,000 to promote VOTE411 
on local radio with the help of Byrum & Fisk, a profes-
sional communications firm used by LWVMI.

This promotion dovetailed with get-out-the-vote 
efforts in precincts with historically low voter turnout. 
LWVKA is partnering with ISAAC, the Kalamazoo 
Metro Branch of the NAACP and El Concilio to in-
crease voter engagement in precincts in the North-
side, Eastside, W. Douglas and Edison neighborhoods. 

Byrum & Fisk created, recorded and placed an ad on 
“The Touch” 95.5 FM, a station focused on the Ka-
lamazoo area African American community. The radio 
spot ran 78 times for 44,814 impressions (=person 
hears the ad).

As a bonus, Byrum & Fisk issued a media release, 
which led to LWVKA Co-President Barb Dircks being 
interviewed on WKZO radio about VOTE411.

Thanks to the LWVKA EF Board, especially EF Board 
President Paula Aldridge, for helping to make this 
happen! 

EVENTS Update
By Barb Dircks

We met in August to raise issues and continue 
problem solving as we promote the many 

programs the League pursues. The Observer Corps 
continues its work and moving forward may consider 
issues such as censorship or biased presentations as 
focus for listening and watching at the various meet-
ings members attend. It will be important to bring 
such documentation along this line to the Board for 
further consideration — especially as we move closer 
to the fall election. Communication with current and 
new voter education collaborative partners will con-
tinue to be a focus, as well, so that common interests 
and planning is facilitated. Social media education and 
messaging is always looking for ways to stay current 
and supported. The date for the September meeting is 
yet to be set, and new members are always invited! 
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Calhoun County 
Unit News
By Sue Rosko

Members of the Calhoun County Unit continued 
their clerk engagement and election projects 

with several members working the August primary 
election either at the polls or observing the canvass-
ing. Members have been impressed with the integrity 
of the elections process. Vote411 shared all of the 
candidates and issues on the Calhoun county August 
ballots. Social media sites and newspaper articles 
shared election needs, importance in voting and 
events — including success in the High School Chal-
lenge. We are proud of Lakeview High School who 
placed 4th out of 83 high schools in the state with 
73.38% of eligible seniors registered to vote. Thank 
you to the Vote411 and Voter Services directors and 
teams for their jobs well done.

The Unit had a very successful petitioning campaign 
for Promote the Vote 2022. Information was shared 
during the petitioning and through presentations at 
organizations and voter registration events in Albion, 
Marshall and Battle Creek. Unit results were:

• �Fifteen (15) LWVKA — CC members and an ad-
ditional 23 volunteers participated in this effort for 
a total of 38 people circulating petitions in Calhoun 
County

• �Promote the Vote: 225 petitions and 1,440 signa-
tures turned in

• �Reproductive Freedom for All: 102 petitions and 
691 signatures turned in

We’d like to recognize the volunteers who went 
above and beyond and collectively turned in the 
most petitions, accounting for over 50% of our 
signatures. A huge thanks for their dedication and 
hard work and for showing us what is possible if we 
put our minds to it: Kathy Garland - 40 petitions, 
Chuck Crider - 25 petitions, Karen Weideman - 24 
petitions, Diane Cloutier - 21 petitions, Linda Pell - 
21 petitions

Thank you to all who stepped outside of their com-
fort zones to get the necessary signatures. The work 
for us has just begun. We hope to provide strong 
advocacy efforts to educate and inform voters in 
Calhoun County in support of an affirmative vote in 
November.

Voter registration tabling was done at Juneteenth 
in Albion and Battle Creek and at the Battle Creek 
Pride Festival. When approached by a group of young 
Battle Creek women who organized a reproductive 
rights rally, the Calhoun County Unit expressed sup-
port of the Michigan Reproductive Rights For All bal-

lot proposal, speaking at the rally sharing the League 
position and hosting a voter registration table.  

A big thank you to the officers and volunteers 
involved in all of the projects mentioned. Our of-
ficers/directors are: Sue Rosko, President; Lori 
Kline-Closson, Voter Outreach and Education; Linda 
Smoot and Mary Jo Byrne, Vote411; Susan Stuart, 
Clerk Engagement; Cherie Riser, Environment and 
Secretary; Fran Pierce, Membership; Lisa Reed, 
Advocacy. Special mention to volunteers Linda Pell 
for coordinating the Promote the Vote petition drive 
for our Unit. 

Currently the Calhoun County Unit is working 
on projects in preparation for the work ahead of 
the November elections. Many volunteers will 
continue to be needed. We welcome all of our new 
members and the increased member participation 
in the important task of sharing information and 
encouraging all to vote.  

Board of 
Canvassers 
Observation
By Chris Kuthe

After the primary election on August 2nd, 
the Boards of Canvassers met to certify the 

election in each county of Michigan. The LWVKA 
participated in observing this process in Kalamazoo 
and Calhoun counties.  Each observer attended a 
training or watched a training video. We had 13 
volunteers observe 60 hours over 9 days. Sixteen 
hours were observed in Calhoun and 44 hours in 
Kalamazoo. All precincts were certified with the 
exception of Ross Township which remained “out of 
balance” and could not be resolved. The volunteers 
found this to be interesting and important work. 
This process will take place again after the general 
election in November. The canvass should start 
on November 10th. Please contact Chris Kuthe at 
ckuthe57@gmail.com if you are interested in being 
involved in these observations.

We would like to thank the following volunteers for 
donating their time to this important project.   

For Kalamazoo County: Mary Baggerman, Ruth 
Caputo, Madeline Cimini, Denise Hartsough, 
Barbara Hemphill, Jules Isenberg-Wedel, Holly 
Jensen, Sara Wick

For Calhoun County: Sansi Hargrove, Kaeli Hill, 
Sue Rosko, Susan Stuartå 

thank
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LWV National 
Convention
(Business Update)
MerriKay Oleen-Burkey, Convention Delegate

Candidates for 2022-2024 LWVUS Board of 
Directors and Nomination  

Committee — Approved 
2022-2024 Proposed LWVUS Budget — Adopted

Proposed Bylaws Changes:
Unified Membership System; Elimination of Per 
Member Payment (PMP) — Approved*

Updating Apportionment of Delegates at Convention 
— Approved

Nominating Committee Process and Composition — 
Approved

Board Meetings — Approved

Elimination of the Age Requirement for Voting Mem-
bership (LWVWI) — Not Approved

Program:
Proposed retention of all current LWVUS Positions 
in the areas of Representative Government, Interna-
tional Relations, Natural Resources and Social  
Policy — Approved

Proposed continuing the League-wide program of 
Campaign for Making Democracy Work: Voting 
Rights, Improving Elections, Campaign Finance/
Money in Politics and Redistricting. [Amended to 
add “direct election of the president by popular vote.” 
This could occur through the National Popular Vote 
Compact (NPVC) or by elimination of the  
Electoral College.]

Recommendation to concur with the LWV of New 
York’s Health Care Update — Approved.

Recommendation to concur with the LWV of Califor-
nia’s Criminal Justice position — Approved.

Program items not recommended by LWVUS for 
convention action but brought forward for debate by 
convention delegates:

Digital Equity — Approved for concurrence as a new 
LWVUS position.

Election Security — Not Approved for concurrence.

Digital Democracy — Not Approved for 
national study.

Recommended Resolutions: All Approved

(1) Immigration Reform and LWV Advocacy

(2) Climate Emergency Declaration

(3) DC Statehood

(4) Action and Awareness for Missing & Murdered 
Indigenous People

(5) Reproductive Choice.

*The Michigan delegation was largely opposed to the 
bylaws change about the Unified Membership Sys-
tem. However, it received the necessary 2/3rds vote 
of the delegates to pass. The logistics for this change 
have not been defined, and it will not take effect until 
2024 at the earliest. 

Annual Donor 
Appreciation Event
The LWVKA Development Committee will once 

again host a Donor Appreciation Event to rec-
ognize major donors to the LWVKA. The event, via 
Zoom, will be on September 29th by invitation. 

Membership
By Jennifer Snyder

This summer, LWVKA was pleased to welcome 
many new members:

Heidi Baird of Kalamazoo

Andrea Bedard of Kalamazoo

Molly Byrne of Marshall

Kim and Mimi Cummings of Kalamazoo

Alisa Davis of Battle Creek

Mary Halpert of Kalamazoo

Susan Heeres of Battle Creek

Kaeli Hill of Marshall

Peggy Kingsley of Kalamazoo 

Helena Hayes of Galesburg

Nellie Klien of Portage

Mary Ellen O’Reilly of Marshall

Kristina and Oliver Parsonage of Galesburg

  Jessica Reiser

Special Tributes

Article II: Lorem ipsum dolor sit 
amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, 
sed diam nonummy nibh euismod 
tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim 
ad minim veniam, quis nostrud 
exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit 
lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea com-
modo consequat. Duis autem vel 
eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in 
vulputate velit esse molestie conse-
quat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat 
nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim

N
ew

 M
em

be
rs!
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LWVKA Website
New items are being added and updated on the 

LWVKA website each month so check back 
often to see new content.

If you would like to see something added or changed on 
the website, send a message to moburkey30@gmail.
com, and she will address it with the website developer. 
Thank you! 

DEI Events 
Consider
MerriKay
MerriKay Oleen-Burkey

Ken Burns is directing and producing a three-
part docuseries, “The U.S. and the Holocaust” 

which premieres Sunday September 18th through 
20th at 8pm on PBS (WGVU). It examines the rise 
of Hitler, antisemitism, and racism in Europe, and 
America’s response to one of the greatest humani-
tarian crises of the 20th century.

YWCA Racial Equity Workshop 
September 21 and 22, 1 to 5pm. (virtual). Go to One 
Place @ KPL to register and receive the link.

YWCA Racial Equity workshops work to create aware-
ness, build personal and collective responsibility, and 
provide skills to challenge systemic racism in our daily lives 
and throughout our community.

Introduction to Neurodiversity 
Tuesday, September 27th, 10am to Noon.

Presented by Disability Network (virtual). Go to One 
Place @KPL to register and receive the link. Neurodi-
versity is the diversity of human brains and minds. The 
neurodiversit movement is a human rights movement 
for people with brain differences. Learn how you can 
support the movement. 

Introduction to Systemic Racism 
September 14th from 1 to 4PM

The DEI Committee encourages members to register at 
kpl.gov/oneplace/events for the virtual workshop, “Intro-
duction to Systemic Racism” presented by ERRACE on 
Wednesday, September 14th from 1 to 4PM. Then join a 
group of Leaguers for discussion at “this is a bookstore” in the 
Oakwood Plaza at 5PM. Even if you don’t have time for the 
workshop or participated in the workshop before but would 
like to participate in the discussion, please join us! Everyone 
is welcome!! 

Thank you to the 
Kalamazoo 
Promote the Vote 
Team!
Team Leaders Denise Hartsough, Barb Dircks, as 

well as Kaitlyn Dexter and Mahum Khan from 
the Center for Civic Engagement at Kalamazoo Col-
lege recruited nearly 30 Promote the Vote petition 
circulators, distributed their supplies, kept them 
updated about what we were learning from LWVMI 
about signature gathering and collected all the 
petitions for mailing to the processing center. On 
July 15th, the Kalamazoo team had collected 1036 
signatures! Well done!!

For an update on the Calhoun County Geographical 
Unit Promote the Vote Team’s success, read  
Sue Rosco’s article on page 3 of this Voter.--Also an 
outstanding job!!  

Impacting Lake 
Michigan
By Barb Dircks

Join Us on Zoom to learn about Issues Impacting 
Lake Michigan State Specific Programming! Regis-

ter for one or all separately. After registering, you will 
receive a confirmation email containing information 
about joining the meeting. Topics for all four is Climate 
Change, PFAS, Invasive Species, Coal Ash plus Line 5 
for Michigan only. 

Thursday, September 8, 2022, 7:30pm CT –  
Indiana 
Register here: https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/
register/tZMvdemvpzIiHNy7QM0tb0OP_6Bp2leC
C0eZ

Thursday, September 15, 2022, 7:30pm CT–  
Wisconsin 
Register here: https://us06web.zoom.us/meet-
ing/register/tZMvfuGrqDssGNDA2AJ6eyYb-
3V96AvOr93gM

Thursday, September 22, 2022, 7:30pm CT –  
Illinois 
Register here: https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/
register/tZEscumhpz4iGdOkyXGg6WWB0U-
fkATZSgU0.

Thursday, September 29, 2022, 7:30 pm ET – 
Michigan 
Register here: https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/
register/tZUkde2sqDsqEtamYIh68KyOJ3Db-
fr6V77ND 

Celebrate
DIVERSITY

Stronger Together
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Finally, in this time of great division, it is important for the 
LWVKA to protect our reputation of non-partisanship and 
renew our commitment to follow our policies in: non-partisan-
ship, DEI and social media. These policies can be found on our 
website: lwvka.org in the members section-learn and engage, 
LWVKA handbook. Remember that the LWVKA is a non-
partisan political organization that encourages the informed 
and active participation of its members in government. While 
the League does not support or oppose political parties or 
individual candidates, it does support issues after careful study 
and influences public policy through education. 

President’s Column, 
continued from page 1


