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President’s Column
By MerriKay Oleen-Burkey

What’s Coming: 
Election Day, Promote the Vote & Annual Meeting

May 3rd is the first Election Day of 2022. Check Vote411 to see what 
will be on your ballot.  All registered voters are eligible to vote by mail. 

Absentee ballots are available if you would like to vote before May 3rd.  If you 
have not applied for an absentee ballot but would like to vote early, you should 
go to your local city or township clerk’s office before 4pm on Monday, May 2. 
They will issue you an absentee ballot and you can vote in their office. If you 
have an absentee ballot but haven’t returned it by mail, check Vote411 for the 
location of your nearest clerk’s office or drop box.  For in-person voting, polling 
locations will be open from 7am to 8Ppm on May 3rd.

We know that people are more likely to participate in an election when con-
tacted personally by someone they know, especially friends, neighbors, and 
community-based agencies that are familiar and trusted. Use what you believe 
to be the core issues in this upcoming election to highlight what’s at stake.

Several LWVKA members and friends have signed up to be petition circula-
tors for the Promote the Vote 2022 ballot initiative. Completed petitions 

are coming in and are being sent to the Quality Control office. Nice work 
circulators!!

As a reminder, Promote the Vote 2022 will do the following:
• Stop intimidation of voters and interference with voting

• Protect local election funding to keep elections secure

• Ensure we have 9 days of in-person, early voting

• Create a permanent absentee ballot list and online absentee ballot tracking

• Make lines shorter on Election Day

• Guarantee voters serving in the military have time to return their ballot

If you don’t have an opportunity to sign a Promote the Vote 2022 petition be-
fore our LWVKA Annual Meeting on May 23rd, we will have petitions there. 
Be sure to Sign!!

Speaking of LWVKA Annual Meeting, we will be meeting in-person on 
May 23rd for the first time since February 2020, and it will be so good to see 

you! We have keynote speakers talking about empowering young adults to be 
engaged in voting. We will also conduct the business of electing board officers 
and approving the LWVKA budget. The League Wares Table will be back, and 
we invite you to see what’s new!—See Chris Kuthe’s article about the LWVKA 
Annual Meeting inside. 

Calendar
May 2022
11 �LWVKA Development Committee Meeting 

10am via Zoom, contact Ken Manley @ 
kenmanley@hotmail.com

17 �LWVKA Book Discussion Group 
7pm via Zoom, Book by Betty Kilby Baldwin and 
Phoebe Kilby, Cousins: Connected Through 
Slavery: A Black Woman and a White Woman 
Discover Their Past-And Each Other. Contact 
Aedin Clements@ aedinclements@gmail.com

23 �LWVKA Annual Meeting 
6:30-7pm social time with punch and cookies.  
Meeting: 7pm, in person, free event at Friendship 
Village’s Kiva Room, Dr. Luchara Wallace from 
WMU’s Walker Institute for the Study of Race 
and EthnicRelations & will speak on empowering 
young adults to become more engaged voters with 
co-presenter Taylor West. RSVP to Chris Kuthe @
ckuthe57@yahoo.com

25 �DEI Committee Meeting 
6:30 pm via Zoom, contact MerriKay 
Oleen- Burkey @moburkey30@gmail.com

25 �Calhoun County LWV Unit Meeting 
7pm via Zoom, contact Sue Rosko 
@lwvkacalhouncounty@yahoo.com

25 �LWVMI Observer Corps 
Zoom Conference, 3 pm

June 2022
  8 �LWVKA Development Committee Meeting 

10am via Zoom, contact Ken Manley @ 
kenmanley@hotmail.com

22 �DEI Committee Meeting 
6:30 pm via Zoom, contact MerriKay 
Oleen- Burkey @moburkey30@gmail.com

22 �Calhoun County LWV Unit Meeting 
7pm via Zoom, contact Sue Rosko 
@lwvkacalhouncounty@yahoo.com

23  �LWVMI Observer Corps 
Zoom Conference, 3 pm

27 �LWVKA Board Meeting 
6pm, in person at Walden Woods Clubhouse with 
potluck for both new and continuing board members.
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May 2022

LWVUS Update
Paula Manley

The  55th LWVUS National Convention will be 
held June 23rd through the 27th in Denver. This 

year will be a hybrid convention with in person and 
virtual options for delegates and observers. Contact 
MerriKay if you are interested in being a delegate. 
If the LWVKA  delegate slots are filled, other Local 
Leagues may have delegate openings, or one can al-
ways attend as an observer. It is a great opportunity 
to learn more about League and attend workshops 
on a variety of topics.

Want to know what the Supreme Court has been 
doing? Turn in to the SCOTUS Review webinar on 
May 18th at 3pm to learn what has been happening 
and what is upcoming on the Court docket.

Following the recent UN Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change report, LWVUS sent a letter to 
the US Senate urging action on climate change. 

LWVMI Updates
Denise Hartsough

Engaging Young Voters in MI

LWV of the Lansing Area has created—in part-
nership with students—a Campus LWV Unit at 

Michigan State University. A Campus Unit is part 
of its local League and also a registered student or-
ganization on its campus. Templates for bylaws and 
guidelines for working with a college or university 
are available.  

The MI Vote Matters High School Voter Registra-
tion Challenge encourages high schools to offer 
civic education and nonpartisan voter registration 
drives. Currently 74 schools are striving for the 
highest voter registration rate to earn recogni-
tion from the Michigan Secretary of State for the 
percentage of eligible seniors who have registered 
or pre-registered.

If you would like to support similar efforts in  
the Kalamazoo area, please contact any LWVKA 
board member.

Redistricting Update

The Michigan Independent Citizens Redistricting 
Commission (MICRC) has nearly completed its 

work. Its job now is to defend its maps against law-
suits. Several suits have been dismissed. Two lawsuits 
are pending:

Banerian v ICRC and Benson, filed with the federal trial 
court of the Western District of Michigan, challenges 
the U.S. House map for violating the one person, one 
vote requirement of the U.S. Constitution. 

Agee et al vs Benson et al, filed in the Western Dis-
trict Federal Court, claims the MICRC violated the 
federal Voting Rights Act when it drew state House 
and Senate maps in Southeastern Michigan. . 

EVENTS Update
By Barb Dircks

The EVENTS committee met by way of an email 
agenda; feedback centered around circulating 

petitions for Promote The Vote, advertising options 
for VOTE411, and Observation Corps develop-
ment. There will be a second training for new mem-
bers interested in selecting meetings to observe and 
May is the target month to begin a feedback loop. 
Advancing social media posts that are relevant is an 
on-going conversation. The next scheduled meeting 
is May 21st and new members are always welcome 
to join and participate. Contact barbdircks@gmail.
com to receive an email or to contribute ideas for 
future agenda additions. 

Nominating 
Committee Slate
The following LWVKA members have accepted 

nominations for Officers, Directors and Nomi-
nating Committee for the 2022-2023 LWVKA 
Board. Voting occurs during the Annual Meeting.

Co-President (1yr)	 Barbara Dircks
Co-President (1yr)	 Chris Kuthe

VP Organization (1yr)	 Kristen Kern-Beaver

VP Program (2yr)	 Denise Hartsough

Treasurer (2yr)	 Tanya Potter

Board Members (2yr)	 Jules Isenberg-Wedel
	 Jennifer Snyder
	 Lisa Fuller
	 Shardae Chambers

Nominating (1yr)	 Kay Anderson
	 Regena Nelson
	 Teresa Johnson

Current Nominating Committee members are: Kay 
Anderson 269-649-2461 or kander314@aol.com, 
off-board members KC Miller and Regena 
Nelson and Board members Angela Erdman and 
Lisa Fuller.
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Environmental 
Justice & Housing
Forum on April 21st

The LWVKA Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
Committee (DEI) in partnership with the Ka-

lamazoo Climate Crisis Coalition (KCCC) spon-
sored a virtual forum on housing stores on April 
21st. The panel discussion was moderated by Dr. 
Denise Keele, representing KCCC, and Dr. Regena 
Nelson representing the LWVKA DEI Committee. 
Panelists included Mary Balkema, Housing Director 
of Kalamazoo County and Matt Hollander, manag-
ing principal of Hollander Development. County 
Commissioner Tami Rey intended to be part of 
the panel but another commitment prevented her 
participation. The panel addressed questions about 
providing equal access to safe and healthy housing 
free of hazards such as pollution and flooding both 
in new construction and in the rehabilitation of ex-
isting housing stock. They also addressed the use of 
the recently released Michigan pollution screening 
tool in locating new housing units, the coordination 
of new and rehabilitated housing with accessible 
transit, food and medical care, and housing afford-
ability for low-income families. This forum was 
live-streamed by Public Media Network on their 
Channel One and will be broadcast there through-
out the rest of the month. A recording will be added 
to the LWVKA website in May. 

Calhoun County 
Unit News
By Sue Rosko

The LWVKA Calhoun County Geo Unit welcomed 
LWVMI co-presidents at the March hybrid meeting. 
Christina Schlitt , Paula Bowman and the members 
introduced themselves and shared information. It 
was nice to have more members connect with our 
state leadership. The intricacies of hybrid meetings 
are continuing to evolve. Having both means of 
attending is important at this time. SignUp Genius 
has been another helpful Unit tool in allowing mem-
bers to sign up for volunteer opportunities.

Linda Pell, Promote the Vote 2022 chair, has orga-
nized our 33 petitioners (12 Unit members, 21 
partner organizations). Circulating the petitions 
has begun at events and individually. Lori Kline- 
Closson, Voter Services Chair, has continued to stay 
in contact and work with the schools participating 
in the High School Challenge (Lakeview, Harper 
Creek, Battle Creek Central and Homer) and has 
presented at Marshall High School along with Linda 

Smoot. Both Linda Pell and Lori have interacted 
with the state committees to share information and 
problem solve. We are thankful for the leadership 
of these two members.  

After submitting the county and Battle Creek clerk 
surveys to LWVMI, Clerk Engagement Chair Susan 
Stuart sent notes of appreciation to each clerk, and 
Sue Rosko submitted articles of appreciation to 
the county newspapers and posted on social media. 
Susan and Sue have been invited to attend the May 
and June County Clerk Association meetings. We 
are looking forward to working closely with the 
clerks in Calhoun County. Susan’s work has been 
greatly appreciated. Sue has also presented to the 
Marshall Senior Center members and Rotary Club, 
sharing information on LWV, voting information, 
and Promote the Vote 2022.

Thank you to all of the members who have volun-
teered their time with voter registration events and 
circulating petitions. Such teamwork is making our 
Unit and its work more recognized here in Calhoun 
County as we reach toward our goals. 

Annual Meeting
May 23rd
By Chris Kuthe

Please join us for our in person Annual Meeting 
on Monday, May 23rd at Friendship Village’s 

Kiva room. Social time with punch and cookies will 
be from 6:30–7pm. Our Annual Meeting will follow 
with the keynote speaker Dr. Luchara Wallace 
of the WMU Lewis Walker Institute for the Study of 
Race and Ethnic Relations and co-presenter Taylor 
West speaking to us on empowering young adults 
to become more engaged in voting. Annual meet-
ing business will be conducted which includes the 
election of board officers and the approval of the 
budget. This event is free. Invitations were sent 
out by mail and email in April. Please RSVP by May 
22nd to Chris Kuthe at: ckuthe57@yahoo.com 

Thank You!
Thank you to the following for helping with our 

voter registration tabling at the Free Store at 
Sunnyside Methodist Church on April 11-13: Chris 
Kuthe, Barb Dircks, Kaitlin Decker (k votes at 
Kalamazoo College) and MerriKay Oleen-Burkey.

Check out the new 
Photo Gallery on our website!

And, look for more in-person events there too!

In March, LWVKA was 
pleased to welcome new 
member Christena Smith of 
Battle Creek.



Officers:
Barbara Dircks
Co-President
barbdircks@gmail.com

MerriKay Oleen-Burkey
Co-President
,moburkey30@gmail.com

Fran Eckenrode
Past President
feckenr@gmail.com

Chris Kuthe
VP Organization
ckuthe57@yahoo.com

Denise Hartsough
VP Program
denise.hartsough@gmail.com

Tanya Potter
Treasurer
lepotter1224@gmail.com

Debby Freiman
Secretary
deb.freiman@gmail.com

Jennifer Snyder
Director – Membership
jsyndergaardsnyder@gmail.com

Terry Hluchyj
Vote411 – Voter Guides
hluchyberg@aol.com

Board Members:
Jules Isenberg-Wedel, Director 
Vote411/Voter Guides
julesisenbergwedela@gmail.com

Lisa Fuller, Director
lfuller6257@gmail.com

Millie Lambert, Director
millielambert3922@gmail.com

Aedin Clements, Director
aedinclements@gmail.com

Rick Freiman, Director
richard.freiman@gmail.com

Angela Erdman, Director
amerdman@sbcglobal.net

Sue Rosko
Calhoun Co. Geographical Unit
lwvkacalhouncounty@yahoo.com

Paula Manley
Geographical Unit Mentor
pjmanley@hotmail.com

LWVKA Education Fund 
Board of Directors 
Paula Aldridge, Chairperson 
paula.mae.aldridge@gmail.com

Vice-Chair - Open

Jessica Reiser, Secretary 
jcreiser@comcast.net

Tanya Potter, Treasurer 
lepotter1224@gmail.com

Dennis Elmer, Director 
dgelmer@comcast.net

Rick Freiman, Director 
richard.freiman@gmail.com
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BUDGET PROPOSAL
LWV KALAMAZOO AREA

GENERAL FUND
PROPOSED BUDGET YEAR JULY 1, 2022 THRU JUNE 30, 2023

REVENUES
Individual, Business Contributions 4000.00
Membership Dues 13300.00
Meetings Income 500.00
Ware Sales 50.00
Advertising in Bulletin 50.00
Interest Income 200.00

 $ 18,100.00 
TOTAL REVENUES

EXPENDITURES
Website 550.00
Office Supplies 150.00
Postage, PO Box 500.00
Printings and copying 400.00
Telephone 430.00
The Voter Expenses 1300.00
National PMP 7400.00
Michigan PMP 5300.00
PayPal fees 80.00
Donations to other organizations 50.00
Membership and Dues 50.00
Sponsorship 0.00
Membership Recruitment 1000.00
Meeting Costs 3000.00
Insurance (Directors & Officers) 100.00
DEI Committee 100.00
Development Committee 700.00
Videoconferencing 160.00
Calhoun County Unit 500.00
National/State Convention 800.00

TOTAL EXPENDITURES  $ 22,570.00 

NET REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES  $ (4,470.00)

BUDGETED DRAW FROM GENERAL FUND RESERVES  $ 4,470.00 

Note: When the budget proposal for the General Fund has a draw from the reserves there is
enough money on hand to cover the necessary expenses budgeted for the year.


