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President’s Column
The 2020 National Convention (Part 2)

The 2020 LWV National Convention was a virtual event and attended by several 
members of LWVKA. Delegates summarized the program and their experiences 

and this is the second of a two part report. 

Convention Decisions
Connie Ferguson

The LWVUS bylaws state that “the convention shall adopt a program, elect of-
ficers and directors, adopt a biennial budget, and transact such other business as 
may properly come before it.” Here’s what we did.

LWVUS Nominating Committee Chair Sue Smith (of Michigan) delivered the 
committee’s report and presented the recommended slate for the 2020-2022 
biennium. The newly elected LWVUS Board of Directors and the Nominating 
Committee is introduced here: https://www.lwv.org/about-us/board-direc-
tors-trustees. Our new President is Dr. Deborah Turner, of Omaha, NE. Joan 
Hunault of LWV Leelanau County is a Director.

LWVUS board member and Bylaws Committee chair Melissa Currence pre-
sented the bylaws amendments (https://www.lwv.org/ProposedBylaws). 
A two-thirds majority vote was required for adoption of each bylaws proposal.

• Amendment #1 adds a specific diversity, equity and inclusion policy.

•  Amendment #2provides for student memberships, with no PMP to be 
charged by LWVUS.

•  Amendment proposal #3 failed. It would have eliminated the Associate 
Member category.

•  Amendment #4 modifies the requirements regarding withdrawal of 
recognition of a League to fit Leagues organized as either 501(c)(3) or 
501(c)(4) entities.

•  Amendment #5 provides for removal of an LWVUS board member from of-
fice who is not properly executing the duties of that office.

LWVUS Treasurer Jessica Lowe-Minor delivered the report of the Treasurer 
indicating that our financial health is strong, with more than six months of 
operating expenses in reserves. Elaine Wiant, chair of LWVUS Budget Com-
mittee, presented the Proposed LWVUS 2020-2022 Budget and Per Member 
Payment (https://www.lwv.org/ProposedBudgets). Delegates discussed and 
voted to adopt both the PMP rate of $32 (unchanged) for the 2020-2022 
Biennium and the proposed budget.

LWVUS Vice-President Karen Nicholson presented the Proposed National 
Program for 2020-2022. Delegates debated and voted on the following  
Not-Recommended Program Items:

•  Adopted abolition of the electoral college by Constitutional amendment as a 
LWVUS action focus for the 2020-2022 biennium.

•  Adopted concurrence with LWVNM’s position on the Transfer of Federal 
Public Land (https://www.lwvnm.org/positions.html about half way down).

Calendar
October 2020
 5  Grand Rapids Unit Monthly Meeting 

7pm via Zoom, contact Courtney Winell,  
winell22@hotmail.com

 8  “Women of Color and Political Influence” 
7-8pm live stream. Panel discussion featuring 
LWVUS Past President Carolyn Jefferson-Jenkins.

13  Calhoun County Unit Meeting 
7pm via Zoom, contact Sue Rosko, 
lwvkacalhouncounty@yahoo.com

14  LWVKA Development Committee Meeting 
10am via Zoom, contact Ken Manley, 
kenmanley@hotmail.com

15  LWVKA Donor Appreciation Event 
(Virtual. By invitation only)

26  LWVKA Board Meeting 
6pm via Zoom, contact MerriKay Oleen-Burkey, 
moburkey30@gmail.com

27  LWVKA Book Discussion Group 
7pm via Zoom. Book to be decided. Contact 
Aedin Clements, aedinclements@gmail.com

28  DEI Committee Meeting 
6:30pm via Zoom, contact Millie Lambert,  
millielambert3922@gmail.com

November 2020
 2  Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead)  

Tabling event

    Grand Rapids Unit Monthly Meeting 
7pm via Zoom, contact Courtney Winell,  
winell22@hotmail.com

 3 Presidential Election

10  Calhoun County Unit Meeting 
7pm via Zoom, contact Sue Rosko, 
lwvkacalhouncounty@yahoo.com

11  LWVKA Development Committee Meeting 
10am via Zoom, contact Ken Manley, 
kenmanley@hotmail.com

23  LWVKA Board Meeting 
6pm via Zoom, contact MerriKay Oleen-Burkey, 
moburkey30@gmail.com

25  DEI Committee Meeting 
6:30pm via Zoom, contact Millie Lambert,  
millielambert3922@gmail.com
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LWVUS Update
By Paula Manley

LWVUS recently issued the following statement 
about addressing mis and disinformation:

“While we want to help educate the public and pro-
vide accurate information, it is very important NOT 
to repeat the inaccurate information. The trusted 
message strategy for countering mis & disinforma-
tion this election cycle is to share accurate informa-
tion without mentioning the specifics of the bad 
information.”

Remember you can always refer people to  
Vote411.org for accurate election information.

On October 8th at 7 pm the LWVUS will host a dis-
cussion with LWV of Georgia, North Carolina and 
Virginia highlighting the intersection of systemic 
racism, voter suppression and gerrymandering prac-
tices in Georgia, North Carolina and Virginia. They 
will demonstrate why this issue matters to people 
nationwide. This free event will be on the LWVUS 
Facebook page.

LWVUS hosts many informative webinars. You may 
find the announcements and registration links in 
the biweekly League Update. If you have not yet 
registered to receive the League Update, go to lwv.
org League Management site and click on “register 
for the League Update”. 

LWVMI Updates
Denise Hartsough, VP Program

Redistricting Begins!
Michigan’s Independent Citizens Redistricting 
Commission (ICRC) has begun its work--with 
LWVMI monitoring closely. Sue Smith of the LWV 
Ann Arbor Area leads a team of a dozen League 
observers from around the state, including LWV-
KA’s Denise Hartsough Team members check that 
the commission follows the State Constitution as 
amended by Proposal 2 in 2018, as well as Robert’s 
Rules of Order.

You can watch the commission in action live on 
the Secretary of State’s Facebook page (Face-
book.com/RedistrictingMI), and see recordings of 
past meetings on YouTube. For the commission’s 
schedule, agendas, YouTube links, FAQs and more, 
visit https://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,4670,7-127-
1633_91141---,00.html

Monitoring the ICRC is just one important activity 
of LWVMI. Read about the many accomplishments 
of your State League in 2019-2020! See LWVMI’s 
annual report at https://lwvmi.org/documents/An-
nualReport8-2020.pdf. 

WMU Panel with Carolyn 
Jefferson-Jenkins, LWVUS
LWVUS Past President Carolyn Jefferson-Jenkins 
will appear with a panel of Western Michigan 
University students/alumnae on Thursday, October 
8, 7-8pm. Dr. Jefferson-Jenkins, the first African 
American to lead LWVUS, will highlight her 2020 
book, The Untold Story of Women of Color in the 
League of Women Voters. Then she and the panel will 
discuss their civic engagement as women of color 
active in voting rights, getting out the vote, and 
fighting climate change.

LWVKA is co-sponsoring this event, Women of 
Color and Political Influence, with WMU’s WeVote 
and WeTalk.

Women of Color and Political Influence will stream 
live. Find the link in the WMU WeTalk event listing 
at https://wmich.edu/wetalk. Tune in, as this will 
not be recorded! 

Did you know? 
“Mother of the 
Equal Rights 
Amendment”
By MerriKay Oleen-Burkey

Michigan hero, Martha Griffiths, is known as the 
“Mother of the ERA.” She was the first woman 

sent to Congress by Michigan voters where she 
pushed the ERA amendment through Congress in 
the early 1970s. The amendment, which has not yet 
been added to the US Constitution, consists of one 
simple sentence: “Equality of rights under the law shall 
not be denied or abridged by the United States or by 
any State on account of sex.”

Recently, the Michigan Attorney General filed 
an amicus brief on behalf of the State to support 
three plaintiff states, Illinois, Nevada and Virginia, 
the last three states to ratify the ERA, which are 
asking for court recognition of the ERA as the 25th 
Amendment to the Constitution. The brief states, 
“Michigan would like to see the work of Martha 
Griffiths, a Michigan hero who worked tirelessly for 
sex equality and who championed the ERA, come 
to fruition. And Michigan has an interest in ensur-
ing that its residents receive the highest level of 
protection from discrimination on the basis of sex, 
a goal that can be achieved by ensuring that the 
ERA’s guarantee of equality is enshrined in our na-
tion’s most treasured document: the United States 
Constitution.” 

“Michigan would like to 
see the work of Martha 

Griffiths,...come to fruition.
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The 2020 National Convention (Part 2), continued
•  Adopted the Voter Representation/Electoral 

Systems Concurrence (https://www.lwv.org/sites/
default/files/2020-05/2020%25252520CONC
URRENCE%25252520FINAL%25252520VERSI
ON.pdf) to support electoral systems at each level 
of government that encourage participation, are 
verifiable and auditable and enhance representa-
tion for all voters.

•  Retained all current LWVUS positions in the areas 
of representative government, international rela-
tions, natural resources and social policy. 

•  Adopted the proposed LWVUS program for 
2020-2022 Campaign for Making Democracy 
Work®: ensuring a free, fair and accessible elec-
toral system for all eligible voters by focusing on 
Voting Rights, Improving Elections and advocacy 
for the National Popular Vote Compact, Campaign 
Finance/Money in Politics and Redistricting and 
to continue to work on urgent issues: Climate 
Change, the Equal Rights Amendment, Health 
Care, Gun Safety, and Immigration. 

Suzanne Stassevitch, Chair of the Resolutions 
Committee, gave the committee’s report, recom-
mending three proposals:

•  Reaffirmed our commitment to Immigration 
reform, for efficient, expeditious immigrant entry 
into the United States. The League stands in soli-
darity with immigrants and our immigrant rights 
community partners. Congress must take immedi-
ate action to pass common sense, fair immigration 
policies that end the crisis at our borders, end the 
separation of families, ensure their health and 
safety, and provide a clear path to citizenship, 
including DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals) young people.

•  Resolved first, that the League advocates against 
systemic racism in the justice system and, at a 
minimum, for preventing excessive force and bru-
tality by law enforcement. We also call for prompt 
actions by all League members to advocate within 
every level of government to eradicate systemic 
racism, and the harm that it causes; we resolve 
second, that the League help our elected officials 

and all Americans recognize these truths to be 
self-evident; that Black, Indigenous and all people 
of color (BIPOC) deserve equal protection under 
the law; and that we demand solutions for the 
terrible wrongs done, so that regardless of race, 
ethnicity, religion, disability, and gender identity or 
sexual orientation we may truly become a nation 
“indivisible, with liberty and justice for all”.

•  Resolved that the LWVUS calls for an immediate, 
wide-scale, mobilization by the United States, to 
restore, protect and fund an ecologically sustain-
able environment and climate, based on an inter-
related approach that is environmentally sound, 
science based, just and equitable, dedicated to 
adequately addressing the scale and speed of the 
global climate change emergency.

We’ll all be busy! Luckily we have strong leaders to 
guide us and some money to support our work.

Virtual Lobby Day –LWVUS 54th 
Biennial Convention
By Paula Manley

Thursday June 25th League Convention delegates 
and members were urged to participate in a Virtual 
Lobby Day. This was a nationwide day of action to 
urge the restoration of the Voting Rights Act. The 
Voting Rights Advancement Act (VRAA) restores 
and modernizes original protections of the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965 with the goal of combating dis-
criminatory practices preventing minorities, elderly 
and youth from voting.

The tasks were simple. We were to email and call 
our Senators urging support of the VRAA. Also, 
Leaguers could tweet the Senators between 2-3pm 
EDT on the 25th. As Michigan Senators Peters and 
Stabenow are among the sponsors of the bill, our 
task was easy—thanking them for their support. 
While it is a great learning experience to be on the 
Hill and meet with the Senators and Representa-
tives in person, League delegates and members 
were able to make our presence felt with the hun-
dreds of emails, calls and tweets.  

The tasks were simple.  
We were to email and call 

our Senators urging support 
of the VRAA.

New Members
Wow! Eleven new members joined us in August. Welcome!

Have a change in your contact information or a question about your membership? Call or text our  
Membership Chair, Jennifer Snyder, at 269-929-8888 or email jsyndergaardsnyder@gmail.com.   

Nancy Diamond
Sandra Glista
Allison Hammond
Barbara Hemphill

Mark Jenness
Teresa Johnson
Sheri Loomis
Amy Miedema

Sara J. Owen
Eva Sitek
Pam Wolfersberger



4|

October 2020

Ja
m

es
 W

ar
d

Grand Rapids Unit
By Courtney Winell

The Grand Rapids Geographical Unit has been busy 
making sure everyone is ready for the upcoming 

November 3 General Election! 

On September 14, the first of two Voting 101 educa-
tional sessions was hosted on Zoom to walk partici-
pants through the process of registering to vote, 
voting in person, voting via absentee ballot, and be-
coming an informed voter. Participants had an oppor-
tunity to ask relevant questions during a Q&A session 
at the end of the presentation. The second event will 
be held on October 14 on both Zoom and Facebook 
Live. Both events are sponsored and hosted by the 
Kent County Essential Needs Taskforce.

Cherry Health is once again hosting LWV volunteers 
at their various sites to provide voter registration and 
educational materials to patients visiting the facilities. 
All voter registration events are set up outdoors en-
suring proper social distancing guidelines to protect 
the safety and health of volunteers and registrants. 
LWV has also worked with Cherry Health to develop 
signage that is posted in all Cherry Health medical 
sites which encourages patients to scan QR codes 
to register to vote or request an absentee ballot. We 
appreciate all that Cherry Health does to make sure 
their patients participate in elections. 

LWV volunteers have distributed voter guides to 
all KDL and Grand Rapids Public Library branches. 
Copies of the guide are available for library patrons 
as they prepare for the upcoming election. GRPL will 
be hosting LWV to provide voter registration at all 
library branches on October 16 and October 17 from 
10:00 am-2:00 pm. If you are interested in volunteer-
ing for this event, please contact Courtney Winell at 
winell22@hotmail.com. 

On Friday, September 25, Grand Rapids LWV vol-
unteers were invited by Aquinas College to provide 
a voter registration and education table in conjunc-
tion with a celebration of life that was being held 
on campus to honor Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. 
Volunteers had an opportunity to work with Aquinas 
college students to make sure they were prepared for 
the upcoming election.

It’s been a busy month!.  

Calhoun County Unit
By Sue Rosko

During these critical months our Calhoun Geo-
graphical Unit has continued to learn and grow 

as we move forward with League work. Unit members 
and volunteers from A Philip Randolph Institute have 
held registration drives and shared information with 
hundreds of voters in Battle Creek at food distribu-

tion sites, working with South Central Michigan Food 
Bank. Members shared information and registered 
voters at Albion’s Farmer’s Market and concert and 
remain involved in Albion’s Unity group. Community 
members have now become involved in sharing the 
importance of voting. We have formed relationships 
with the A Philip Randolph Institute, Albion’s Call 
for Unity, Albion College and Albion’s NAACP and 
AAUW. The LWVKA Calhoun Unit has adopted safe 
practices to apply to any registration events.

For National Voter Registration Day we worked 
with administration and student organizations 
at Albion College and Albion’s NAACP to hold a 
registration event at the college. 135 students 
were registered and much information was shared. 
Through interactions with leaders from the college, 
our unit, NAACP and AAUW, the college has taken 
the initiative to adopt a strong program to promote 
student registration and voting. 411 Voter Guides 
were shared with the college as well as a senior 
housing area, two local businesses and the organi-
zations involved with the event. 

Calhoun has completed its submissions to the 411 
Voter Guide and is in the process of distributing 
the guides and posters/flyers to libraries, schools, 
clerks, churches and other organizations and 
businesses.  All clerks have been contacted offer-
ing assistance, confirming ballot box locations, and 
sharing of the Voter Guides. All libraries have been 
offered the Voter Guides, information posters/fly-
ers and attachments for flyers and posters to use 
on their media.

A voter education pack was shared with all county 
high schools with a variety of resources for in-
school and virtual classroom lessons. The template 
for our coloring book is being shared with all 
elementary and middle schools.

Newspaper articles and social media (Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram) are being used to promote 
registration and voting, stressing voting plans given 
the unknowns of Covid and possible disruptions to/
suppression of voting with current issues. Informa-
tion has been shared on researching information 
that is posted on social media to discern misinfor-
mation or disinformation and LWV backed issue 
statements.  

Lastly, the Calhoun Unit is contacting the candi-
dates for the LWVKA for the September 30 District 
63 forum. Watch for the 7 pm live forum and the 
recording on the Kalamazoo and Calhoun sites. We 
are learning much from our mentor chapter and are 
thankful for their support and leadership.  

We are learning much 
from our mentor chapter 
and are thankful for their 

support and leadership.
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Our next meeting is  
scheduled for Oct. 28, at 

6:30 pm via Zoom

Celebrate
DIVERSITY

Stronger Together

DEI Meetings 
& Events:
By Millie Lambert

The DEI Committee invites members to explore 
resources from the LWVUS: www.lwv.org/league-

management/leadership-development/diversity-equity-
and-inclusion-continued-learning

Meetings will be held via Zoom until further notice. 
At the August 26th meeting the DEI Committee 
planned how to pilot the LWVMI DEI Demograph-
ics Survey with the LWVKA. The emphasis was on 
refining the survey and providing a baseline for the 
LWVKA in order to determine DEI goals to improve 
membership in DEI aspects. The committee also 
discussed two LWVUS DEI Webinars. At the  
September 23rd meeting Denise Hartsough 
provided the DEI Committee with an Action Plan 
Activities List and League groups responsible for 
each activity. It was reviewed, and will be reviewed 
monthly, to monitor our progress. We discussed 
the pilot demographics survey and it was reported 
that to date our response rate exceeds 30%. Upon 
request, we provided input for a potential State 
League presentation/webinar. Our next meetings 
are scheduled for Oct. 28, at 6:30 pm via Zoom. Due 
to the various holidays, we will have a combined 
November/December meeting on December 2, at 
6:30 pm via Zoom.

October Events to Consider: 
Have an event or resource that should be included? 
Send it to millielambert3922@gmail.com.
Due to current restrictions regarding gatherings, many 
events have been cancelled or postponed. 

Racism and Redistricting: How Unfair Maps  
Impact Communities of Color, October 8, 
7–8:30pm, sponsored by the LWVUS and LWV 
Georgia, Virginia and North Carolina. This is a free, 
live event broadcast on the LWVUS Facebook page.

Webinar: VOTE—Know Your Rights, October 5, 
1–2:30pm, FREE. Know what you need to vote in the 
November 3 election and what to expect whether 
voting in person or by absentee ballot. Contact Dis-
ability Network to register (269) 345-1516. Please 
note this session will be recorded. If you do not wish 
to participate in a recorded session, consider the 
same session on October 6, at, 10am.

Webinar: Online Meetings, October 14, 1–2pm and 
October 22, 10-11am. Participants will learn tips on 
how they can make online meetings and presentations 
accessible and welcoming for people with all types of 
disabilities. Contact Disability Network to register 
(269) 345-1516.

 
Web Movie: Bottom Dollars, October 20, 10–
11:30am and October 28, 1-2:30pm. A documen-
tary that exposes the exploitation of people with 
disabilities through personal stories and interviews; 
it also presents employment alternatives with com-
petitive wages and community inclusion. Contact 
Disability Network to register (269) 345-1516.

Online Introduction to Systemic Racism 
Registration FULL Two days, October 21, 1-4pm and 
October 22, 1-4pm, must attend both sessions. To 
register for the wait list, contact eracce.org. Fee is a 
sliding scale $100 - $200. 

Virtual 2020 Summit on Racism, registration 
opens October 1. Contact sharekazoo.org. 
Schedule: Nov. 12, 6–8pm; Nov. 13, 10am–1pm; 
and Nov. 14, 10am–1pm. Cost $30, students $20, 
group discounts and scholarships available. 

ERACCE Eliminating Racism & Creating/Cel-
ebrating Equity: Facebook page lists numerous 
resources including videos, film lists, articles, book 
lists, etc. 

League of Women Voters US – A variety of re-
sources are available at this site including sixteen 
LWV Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Webinars 
which are available from March 2019 and continue 
to be expanded monthly. In addition a DEI Guide is 
available and What to Ask When Examining your Work 
through a DEI Lens. 

A Note About 
Absentee Ballots
Clerks began mailing out absent voter bal-
lots the week of September 21st. They are 
available for early in-person voting at the 
clerks’ offices through November 2nd—the 
day before the election.

A ballot tracking tool on the Michigan.gov/
vote site allows voters to check when their 
clerk receives their absent voter ballot re-
quest, when they mailed out the ballot, and 
when they received the ballot back from 
the voter.

Reminder: Mail your absentee ballot at 
least two weeks before the November 3 
general election and track it.

11. 3.20
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LWVKA- 
Sponsored  
Candidate Forums
By MerriKay Oleen-Burkey

Virtual Candidate Forums for Michigan House 
Districts have been held this month.

Districts 60 and 61
Candidates who participated in the September 17 
forum:

District 60: Gary Mitchell, Julie Rogers,  
Stephanie Moore (write-in)

District 61: Christine Morse

Find the recording online at https://www.publicme-
dianet.org/episode/michigan-house-representa-
tives-districts-60-and-61

District 63
Candidates who accepted the invitation to partici-
pate in the September 30 forum:

Luke Howell, John LaPietra, Rafael Wolf,  
Ron Hawkins (write-In)

Look for the link to the recording on the League of 
Women Voters of the Kalamazoo Area website: 
https://lwvka.org following the forum.

These programs are broadcast periodically by 
Public Media Network. Find the schedule on https://
publicmedianet.org.

Special thanks to League member Megan Mullins 
who handled the member survey for question top-
ics and the technical aspects of these forums and 
worked with Public Media Network to produce the 
livestream. Thank you also to our moderator from 
WMUK, Gordon Evans, our League spokesperson 
and timekeeper, Fran Eckenrode, and the candidate 
order coordinator AJ John Howard. Other candi-
date forum committee members who helped plan 
the event, draft the script and questions and com-
municated with the candidates included KC Miller, 
Terry Hluchyj, Denise Hartsough, Denise Keele, 
Emily Duguay, MerriKay Oleen-Burkey, and Sue 
Rosko. Our forum advisors were Connie Ferguson, 
LWVKA, and Donna Mullins, LWV Lansing Area. 
Nice work everyone!

Thank you to the League members and forum 
partners who suggested topics and questions for 
the candidates. Our forum partners included Public 
Media Network (PMN); WMU WeVote, WMU’s 
Department of Political Science; Kalamazoo County 
Advocates for Senior Issues (KCASI); National 

 
Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives 
(NOBLE)—West Michigan Chapter; Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority—Kalamazoo Alumnae; El Concilio; 
and WMUK. These partners are helping us spread 
the word about these forums. You can too! 

Vote Yes for 
Homes for All!
By Denise Hartsough

The LWVKA Board has endorsed and urges you 
to support the Homes for All millage proposal 

that will appear on the November 3rd ballot of 
Kalamazoo County voters. The .75 millage would 
generate $6.2 million annually for eight years. 

Funds would: a) serve 200 families each year with 
rapid rehousing and rent subsidies; b) help housing 
developers over the eight years create 900 units of 
permanent affordable housing in Kalamazoo County.

The number of people counted as homeless in 
Kalamazoo County rose from 374 in 2016 to 639 
in 2020. The local waiting list for a housing subsidy 
known as a Section 8 voucher has been closed 
to new applicants since 2006. Federal and state 
solutions fall short of addressing the huge gap 
between families’ low incomes and the increasing 
cost of housing. 

Homes for All is a local solution that would cost 
$37.50 per year for a homeowner whose house has 
a market value of $100,000. We can all be part of 
this solution.

Thanks to the League members who researched 
this issue: Janet Jones (chair), Aedin Clements, Rick 
Freiman, Denise Hartsough and Megan Mullins. 
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LWVKA Supported Kalamazoo City 
Resolution Expanding Voting Access  
for November 3, 2020 Election
By MerriKay Oleen-Burkey & Fran Eckenrode

On September 21st, a Resolution was unanimously passed by the Kalamazoo City 
Commission that expands voting access for the November 3, 2020 election.  

LWVKA joined Voters Not Politicians, NAACP of Kalamazoo, WeVote, Kalamazoo 
YWCA, and ACLU in supporting this resolution. Specifically, for the purpose of voter 
registration and issuing and receiving absentee ballots this resolution:

•  Expands the hours the City Clerk’s Office will be open during October to include 16 
open-office hours on evenings and weekends:

• Monday, October 19th and Tuesday October 27th—5 to 9pm

• Saturday, October 24th — 10am to 6pm

 •  Provides a branch office of the City Clerk’s Office at the Bernhard Center on the 
campus of WMU from October 5th through Election Day with the same expanded 
hours as the main City Clerk’s Office.  

• This location will be open to all city residents. 

Additionally, first class stamps will be applied to absentee ballot return envelopes so 
that returning a ballot will be free for voters. The City Clerk’s Office will also put into 
service four additional ballot drop boxes in various locations around the City. Check 
your voter information site at Michigan.gov/vote for the drop box locations when they 
become available.

This expanded voter access became available when the Clerk’s Office was able to ac-
quire temporary experienced election staff, and the City Clerk, Scott Borling, received 
a grant through the Center for Tech and Civic Life to cover the additional expenses for 
these services.

November 3, 2020

Additionally, first class 
stamps will be applied 

to absentee ballot 
return envelopes…
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