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President’s Column
MerriKay Oleen-Burkey

Congratulations to our Grand Rapids Unit!

The Grand Rapids Unit applied for Member-at-Large status under LWV 
Michigan, and it was approved this month. They are on their way to 

becoming an independent LWV for the Greater Grand Rapids Area. We will 
look forward to watching this new League thrive! (See more of their story 
elsewhere in this Voter.)

Michigan Independent Citizens Redistricting 
Commission Hearing in Kalamazoo on May 13th

The Michigan Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission (MICRC) 
will be holding a hearing at Wings Stadium in Kalamazoo on Thursday, 

May 13th beginning at 6pm. The purpose of the hearing is to receive citizen 
input on the legislative and congressional maps they will be drawing later this 
year. It is possible to provide testimony virtually, by phone or in person. See 
more information later in this Voter. 

League of Women Voters of Michigan 
Virtual State Convention
May 21 and 22

Until May 10th, there is still time to register for LWVMI 2021 biennial 
convention. It will run from 6:30pm on Friday, May 21st through 5pm on 

Saturday, May 22. Although it will be virtual this year, the sessions will include 
plenaries, workshops, awards, panel discussions and even a silent auction! For 
details go to www.lwvmi.org and scroll to “LWVMI 2021 Convention.” You’ll 
find the registration form there with options for paying the registration fee of 
$35. We hope that you will join us for convention!

Call to LWVKA Virtual Annual Meeting: 
May 24, 6pm

You should have received an invitation to our LWVKA Virtual Annual 
Meeting. It will be held via Zoom on Monday, May 24th at 6pm. Please 

RSVP to Chris Kuthe, LWVKA Vice President of Organization, with the email 
you will use to receive the annual meeting link. There is no charge to attend 
this meeting. Although there will be business to address, we are very pleased 
to welcome the president of LWVUS, Dr. Deborah Turner, for opening mes-
sage and Keynote Speaker, Meredith Place, Kalamazoo County Clerk/Regis-
ter of Deeds. Please join us as we gather with other LWVKA members for this 
important meeting!  

Calendar
May 2021
11 � Calhoun County Unit Meeting 

7pm via Zoom, contact Sue Rosko, 
lwvkacalhouncounty@yahoo.com

       �MICRC Redistricting Public Hearing 
Jackson Commonwealth Commerce Center and via 
Zoom @ 6pm, go to LWVMI.org. for Zoom link, Erin 
Wagner (Republican) of Charlotte will chair hearing

12 � LWVKA Development Committee Meeting 
10am via Zoom, contact Ken Manley, 
kenmanley@hotmail.com

13 �� MICRC Kalamazoo Public Hearing 
Soliciting input from Michigan residents on the 
redistricting process. Time & location:  
@Michigan.gov/MICRC

21  �LWVMI State Convention 
21: 6:30pm, 22: 5pm via zoom. Link to follow.

24 � LWVKA Annual Meeting via Zoom

25 � LWVKA Book Discussion Group 
7pm via Zoom, Book by Imbolo Mbue, “Behold 
the Dreamers” contact Aedin Clements @  
aedinclements@gmail.com

26 � DEI Committee Meeting 
6:30pm via Zoom, contact Millie Lambert,  
millielambert3922@gmail.com

June 2021 
  8 � Calhoun County LWV Unit Meeting 

7:pm via Zoom, contact Sue Rosko 
lwvkacalhouncounty@yahoo.com

  9 � LWVKA Development Committee Meeting 
10am via Zoom, contact Ken Manley, 
kenmanley@hotmail.com

17 � LWVMI Workshop: Sorting Out Sex & Gender 
7:00 to 8:30 via Zoom

23 � DEI Committee Meeting 
6:30pm via Zoom, contact Millie Lambert 
millielambert3922@gmail.com

28 � LWVKA Board Meeting 
6pm via Zoom, contact MerriKay Oleen-Burkey 
moburkey30@gmail.com
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LWVUS Update
Paula Manley

LWVUS recently released a statement with the 
LWV Minnesota and Minneapolis addressing the 

need for justice and reform after the verdict in the 
Derek Chauvin trial. LWVUS advocates for Congress 
to take action on police reform and pass the George 
Floyd Justice in Policing Act of 2021. The League also 
continues to push for enactment of gun safety reform.

Action Alerts have been sent to members to urge your 
Senators to pass S1 For the People Act. On May 11th, 
the Senate Rules Committee convene Senate Markup 
day For the People Act which will be broadcast live. 
What is Markup? It is the process by which Congres-
sional committees and subcommittees debate, amend 
or rewrite proposed legislation. 

The House has passed the bill for D.C. Statehood. It 
now goes to the Senate for consideration.

LWVUS President Dr. Deborah Turner was recently 
named the Forbes 50 over 50 list of women changing 
the world.

Impact on Issues, the League policy position docu-
ment is available in paperback book form from Ama-
zon for $5. A Kindle version is also available. A digital 
version may be accessed for free on at lwv.org.

May 21st is the 102nd anniversary of the passage of 
the 19th Amendment in the US House. 

State Advocacy
Redistricting Commission
Denise Hartsough, LWVMI MICRC 
Monitoring Team

Michigan’s Independent Citizens Redistricting 
Commission (MICRC) begins its 16 public hear-

ings on May 11 in Jackson and May 13 in Kalamazoo 
(Wings Center), then finishes on July 1 in Grand 
Rapids. All hearings begin at 6pm and can be attended 
in person or virtually.  

If testifying on Zoom or by phone, find the meeting 
notice here https://www.michigan.gov/ 
micrc/0,10083,7-418-92033-540204--,00.html at 
least 18 hours beforehand and sign up by noon the 
day of the hearing. If testifying in person, arrive and 
get a number no later than 8pm. For the complete list 
of public hearings, see https://www.michigan.gov/ 
micrc/0,10083,7-418-92033-547695--,00.html.

The MICRC is collecting testimony from Communi-
ties of Interest (COIs). A COI is a geographically clus-
tered group with common legislative and community 
concerns that desires cohesive representation in the 
legislature or Congress. The MICRC must strive to 

draw district lines that divide as few COIs as possible, 
so that the COIs’ voices may be heard.

LWVMI will help COIs submit testimony and maps 
of their location to the MICRC. COIs may testify at 
public hearings or submit testimony and maps via an 
online portal available in May. If you know of a COI 
anywhere in the state that would like support, please 
contact me at denise.hartsough@gmail.com and I will 
connect the COI to its local League COI Team.

By the time you read this, the virtual town halls on 
redistricting and COIs will have been held for Cal-
houn and Kalamazoo Counties on April 29. To watch 
a recording, find the links at www.lwvka.org and 
share with anyone with an interest in Michigan’s new, 
citizen-led redistricting process. 

Oppose Voter Suppression!
Denise Hartsough, VP Program

LWVMI urges you to contact your State Senator 
to oppose a package of 39 bills (SB 273-311) that 

would severely restrict voter rights. Please watch for 
action alerts from LWVMI as these bills move through 
the legislature.

Just one example of the extreme nature of these bills 
is a ban on posting a link to the absentee ballot ap-
plication on the Secretary of State website.  The bills 
negatively affect voter registration, absentee voting, 
drop boxes, photo identification, election finance, 
county boards of canvassers, poll challengers, election 
inspectors, qualified voter files, ballot proposals, and 
election observation. See bill details at https://lwvmi.
org/documents/39Bills4-21-21.pdf. 

Lame Duck & Criminal Justice
Denise Hartsough, VP Program

The LWVMI Board has adopted the position on 
Lame Duck sessions crafted by the state study com-
mittee with input from 22 local Leagues, including 
LWVKA! Delegates to State Convention will vote 
on retention of all LWVMI positions, including the 
new Lame Duck position. See the position at https://
lwvmi.org/positions.html. 

Also at Convention, delegates will consider adopting 
a position on Criminal Justice by concurrence. This 
means adopting an existing position (in this case, 
from LWV California) without a study and consen-
sus process. The Midland League proposed and the 
LWVMI Board endorsed adoption of this compre-
hensive position. If adopted, the LWVMI Board will 
merge it with the current position on Prisons in 
Michigan. For copy of the proposed position, please 
email denise.hartsough@gmail.com. 

Delegates will also 
consider adopting a 

position on Criminal 
Justice by concurrence.
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Calhoun County Unit
Sue Rosko

Two members of the Calhoun County Geo-
graphical Unit presented three very successful 

in-person Voter Education and Registration pro-
grams to Harper Creek High School. The students 
were engaged and the teacher shared information 
with them on how close certain area elections/bal-
lot issues were, stressing the importance of each 
vote. Two days of sharing Voter Education were 
scheduled for Battle Creek Central High School 
but had to be postponed due to the two week 
return to virtual learning.  

Four members are reaching out to possible Com-
munities of Interest in the county. Organizations 
and groups are beginning to respond positively, 
looking for information and direction. A Town Hall 
co-sponsored by Willard Library will take place at 
7 pm on April 29. The Community Engagement de-
partment director has a strong interest in our fo-
cus and civic engagement. He will serve as techni-
cal producer and moderator. The partnership with 
Willard has been and will be a positive relationship 
for the Calhoun Unit. Articles sharing information 
about the Michigan Independent Citizens Redis-
tricting Commission and the opportunities through 
Communities of Interest have been shared with all 
of the county newspapers and on social media.

A team of three members of the Calhoun Unit have 
begun legislative interviews, beginning with an 
engaging April 19 interview with Rep. Jim Haadsma, 
62nd District. The team is looking forward to hope-
fully scheduling future interviews with Rep. Matt 
Hall, Senator John Bizon and US Representative 
Peter Meijers (with Grand Rapids).

Two members completed the Lame Duck Study 
and turned their consensus in to LWVKA. The Unit 
is studying other advocacy issues that have been 
emerging in the state and with LWVUS. It will be 
another busy year! Two members will serve as vot-
ing delegates to the LWV state convention. Thank 
you to Kalamazoo for including Calhoun in that. 
Much will be learned and shared. 

Information on the more major May ballot is-
sues has been collected and is being placed in 
the Vote411 digital guide. Information about the 
importance of voting and voter education will be 
shared in the media and social media. The Unit ap-
preciates being a part of the larger LWV and their 
work in defending our democracy and empowering 
voters. 

Annual Meeting
Chris Kuthe

Please join us for our virtual Annual Meeting 
on Monday, May 24th at 6pm via Zoom. We 

will hear a message from our LWVUS President 
Dr. Deborah Turner. Our keynote speaker will be 
Meredith Place the Kalamazoo County Clerk/Reg-
ister. Annual meeting business will be conducted 
which includes the election of board officers and 
the approval of the budget. RSVP to Chris Kuthe 
@ ckuthe57@yahoo.com to receive your Zoom 
meeting link. 

Congratulations!
Paula Manley

Cheers to the LWV Greater Grand Rapids Area 
State Unit (MAL)! On April 10, the LWVMI Board 
approved the LWVGGRA application to move from 
a Geographical Unit to a State Unit. The original 
LWV Grand Rapids was established in April 1921. 
As GGRA Chair Courtney Winell noted in her pre-
sentation, it is most fitting that the re-established 
League becomes a State Unit exactly 100 years 
later. The group, mentored by the LWV Kalamazoo 
Area, has grown from a few interested folks in 
2016 to fifty-four members today thanks to the 
enthusiastic and capable Grand Rapids leaders. 

Julia Costello  
Legacy Circle
Ken Manley, Development Chair

I am hoping that you 
will consider joining 

the “Julia Costello Legacy 
Circle”. This entails leaving 
money to the LWVKA in 
your will. In these trying 
times, we can see that 

the work of the League is greatly needed. Here is 
an opportunity to live on in the work after we are 
gone. For a brochure on the Julia Costello Legacy 
Circle, or questions that you may have, please feel 
free to contact LWVKA Development Chair Ken 
Manley at 269.330.8579, or kenmanley@hotmail.
com. Thank you for your consideration. 
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Meredith Place

Dr. Deborah Turner

Karen Joseph & Courtney Winell
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DEI Meetings 
& Events:
By Millie Lambert

The DEI Committee invites members to explore resources 
from the LWVUS: lwv.org/league-management/diversity-

equity-inclusion.

The April DEI Committee will continue to discuss U.S. League 
webinars and the Guidelines from the recent mailing. We will 
also move forward with our plans to provide various links for 
members to review prior to participating in the LWVKA Housing 
Event planned for June.

Our next meeting is May 26 at 6:30pm via Zoom. If 
interested in joining this committee, please notify 
MerriKay Oleen-Burkey or Millie Lambert. 

May Events to Consider: 
Have an event or resource that should be included?  
Email: millielambert3922@gmail.com.

Due to current COVID restrictions, many events have been 
cancelled or postponed. Check with the event sponsors.

Please subscribe to your selected organizations online and 
consider liking them on social media. 

Unveiling American Genius: Open now. Kalama-
zoo Institute of Arts (KIA). The exhibition explores 
key stories that women, African American, Latinx 
and other artists have told about our culture, art 
and history.

On line Exclusives
Filling in the Gaps: The Art of Murphy Darden. 
Contact Kalamazoo Valley Museum (KVM) 
kalamazoomuseum.org 

Do and Don’t of Assistance Animals: May 5, 10-
11:30am or May 17, 1-2:30pm. Contact Disability 
Network of Southwest Michigan (DNSWM) to reg-
ister. 269-345-1516 ext. 120 or www.dnswm.org

Keep the Change: May 6, 10am-Noon. Contact 
DNSWM to register. 269-345-1516 ext. 120 or 
www.dnswm.org 

Accessible Content: May 20, 1-2:30pm, or May 25, 
9-10:30am. Contact DNSWM to register. 269-345-
1516 ext. 120 or www.dnswm.org 

Understanding and Analyzing Systemic Racism: 
Online Analysis Workshop: 6 days: Dec. 8, 9, 10, 15, 
16, 17; 1–4pm each day. Registration required and 
must attend ALL six sessions. Cost $425. Contact 
ERACCE: eracce.org 

Blog Event: Why do White People and People 
of Color View Policing so Differently? Contact 
ERACCE eracce.org

One Place Webinar: Restorative Practices as a Way 
of Life — How Restorative Philosophies and Tools Can 
Fuel Positive Relationships and Calm Conflict (Part 
1): May 5, 10am-Noon. One Registration required. 
Kalamazoo Public Library (KPL) events@kpl.Gov 

Online Video Series: Why you should not bring your 
authentic self to work: May 10, all day. Registration 
required. KPL events@kpl.Gov 

One Place Webinar: Restorative Practices as a Way 
of Life — How Restorative Philosophies and Tools Can 
Fuel Positive Relationships and Calm Conflict (Part 2): 
May 12, 10am-Noon. Registration required. KPL 
events@kpl.Gov 

Intro to Anti-Racism: Personal Healing + Institutional 
Healing. Three day event, 2-5pm each day. May 12, 13 
& 14. Registration required. KPL events@kpl.gov

Online Video Series: Learn How to Empower Em-
ployees to Have Difficult Conversations: May 17, all 
day. Registration required. KPL events@kpl.Gov 

Books, Book Clubs & Events
Reading Race Book Club: Minor Feelings an Asian 
American Reckoning, by Cathy Park Hong May 11, 
6:30-8pm. Registration required. KPL events@kpl.gov 

Meet the Author: Ty McCormick Beyond the Sand 
and Sea – One Family’s Quest for a Country to Call 
Home. May 20, 6:30-8pm. Registration required. 
KPL events@kpl.gov 

For Colored Girls Book Club: For Colored Girls 
by Ntozake Shange. May 28, 7-8pm. Registration 
required. KPL events@kpl.Gov 

Other Resources
SHARE Organizational Racial Healing Program: 
Five Phases – Pre-assessment, Healing/making con-
nections, Facing history, Taking action, Evaluation 
and assessment. Contact sharekazoo.org

Kalamazoo Community Foundation Equity 
Series: Policies Impacting Immigrants During Covid 
19 and Immigration Services in Kalamazoo. Contact: 
www.kalfound.org. 

Celebrate
DIVERSITY

Stronger Together

Our ability to reach unity 
in diversity will be the beauty 
and the test of our civilization.

~Mahatma Gandhi
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National  
Popular Vote  
Interstate Compact
Connie Ferguson

As mentioned in the April Voter, LWVKA has 
initiated activity to encourage other local 

Leagues in Michigan to work with LWVMI on getting 
Michigan to join the National Popular Vote Interstate 
Compact (NPVIC). LWVUS has a position support-
ing NPVIC as an intermediate step toward eventual 
abolishment of the Electoral College system of 
electing the President of the United States. A num-
ber of states already have joined the Compact, but 
Michigan has not. To learn more about NPVIC and 
the League’s position, see LWVUS National Popular 
Vote Task Force’s webpage at https://www.lwv.org/
NPVtaskforce

In the past couple of weeks, LWVKA has sent let-
ters and information to the presidents of the other 
Michigan Leagues, along with a draft letter which 
eventually will be sent to the LWVMI board. As of 
April 22, the boards of ten Leagues have voted to 
sign onto the letter with us. Six other Leagues have 
it on their agendas for late April or early May. We’re 
waiting to hear from the rest. The LWVMI board will 
discuss this topic again at its June meeting. 

Membership
In March, LWVKA was pleased to welcome several 
new members:

Sarah Erdmann

Leigh Ford

Lynne Hill (Grand Rapids unit) 

Kay Ellen Nelson

Kami Weninger (Grand Rapids unit)

Help us keep our records up to date! If you have new 
contact information, please email Membership Chair 
Jennifer Snyder, jsyndergaardsnyder@gmail.com. 

BUDGET PROPOSAL 
LWV KALAMAZOO AREA GENERAL FUND

Proposed Budget Year July 2021–June 2022

REVENUES

Individual, Business Contributions………………………………… 3,000.00 

Education Fd donations (PayPal)…………………………………………600.00 

Endowment Fd donations (PayPal)………………………………………600.00 

Membership Dues… ………………………………………………………11,000.00 

Meetings Income…………………………………………………………… 3,500.00 

Wares Sales… ………………………………………………………………………300.00 

Advertising in Bulletin… ………………………………………………………200.00 

Interest Income……………………………………………………………………300.00 

TOTAL REVENUES$… …………………………………………… $19,500.00 

EXPENDITURES

Website… ……………………………………………………………………………300.00 

Office Supplies… …………………………………………………………………200.00 

Postage, PO Box… ………………………………………………………………300.00 

Printing and copying… …………………………………………………………500.00 

Telephone… …………………………………………………………………………430.00 

The Voter Expenses… …………………………………………………… 1,500.00 

National PMP… ……………………………………………………………… 8,400.00 

Michigan PMP………………………………………………………………… 6,300.00 

PayPal fees……………………………………………………………………………100.00 

Transfer to Education Fund…………………………………………… 1,200.00 

Donations to other organizations… ……………………………………100.00 

Membership and dues………………………………………………………… 50.00 

Sponsorship………………………………………………………………………… 50.00 

Membership Recruitment……………………………………………… 1,350.00 

Meeting costs………………………………………………………………… 5,000.00 

Insurance (Directors & Officers)… ………………………………………100.00 

DEI Committee…………………………………………………………………… 30.00 

Development Committee… …………………………………………………700.00 

Promotion Committee…………………………………………………………100.00 

Videoconferencing………………………………………………………………160.00 

Calhoun County Unit… ………………………………………………………500.00 

National/State Convention… ………………………………………… 1,530.00 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES… ……………………………………… $28,900.00 

TOTAL REVENUES & EXPENDITURES…………………… $(9,400.00)

BUDGETED DRAW FROM 

GENERAL FUND RESERVES… ………………………………  $(9,400.00)

Note: When the budget proposal for the General Fund has a draw from the 
reserves, there is enough money on hand to cover the necessary expenses bud-
geted for the year.
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